Join a 
winning 
team! 


VOdafonna 


At Vodafone, we love our football... 


... which Is why, as proud sponsors of Football Federation Victoria (and of course, the mighty 
Manchester United), Vodafone would like to offer you the chance to join our winning team, with this 
special offer only available via the FFV! 


Super Cap 


FEDERATION 
VICTORIA 


Connect to a Vodafone Super Cap via Football Federation Victoria's 
website and not only will you get $500 worth of standard calls, TXT, PXT 
and more for only $79, but as a bonus, we'll pay for your third month of 
connection!” 


You'll also receive 10% off the recommended retail price of a range of 
Vodafone Prepay Handset Bundles- see website for available Handset 
Bundle details 


Only available via www.footballfedvic.com.au 


So log on to the FFV weillife today, 
and take advantage of this_offer, 
for a limited time.only! ae y 
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GRAND FINAL SHOWDOWN 


GULLY v BERGERS 


Terms and Conditions: *Offer only available to new Vodafone customers who connect to Super Cap on account. Customers mustipay, the first, second and third months of the $79 Super Cap and will be refiunded the $79 Cap fee by cheque after the third 
month of connection. The $79 Super Cap includes standard calls, TXT, PXT and Voicemail to the value of $500. Charges apply for excluded calls and usage above $500. Unused credit does not carry over at the end of one month expiry period. If custo the 
customer uses less than the $79 worth of services, they will only pay for what they have used, with a minimum monthly spend of $20.Available to credit approved applicants and valis until 30th September 2005 or while stocks last. 
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BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: ELLIOT BROOKS, CALEB NICHOLES, STUART CRAIG, CHRIS JONES, DARREN MCCLENAGHAN, BEN CAFFREY, CHRIS , 
QUINN, SEAN SKELLY, DIMO SEVASTIDIS, LIRIM RASiIMI, DAVE ROBSON (MANAGER), GUS MCLEOD (HEAD Coacux). 


FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: GREG KILNER, SIMON O’DONNELL, ADAM POOLE, ANDREW SKLEDAR, ARIEL VALLADARES, RADOS TOMIC, ROBERT 
FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION MATHIESON (ASSISTANT COACH), NEIL COLLIER (ASSISTANT COACH). 


wh State League Division One 
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GOLD MEDAL WINNER 2005 


ANTHONY 


MAGNACCA 
(PRESTON LIONS FC) 


2005 Vodafone Gold Medal 
Men’s Leader Board 


Anthony Magnacca Preston 35 
Robert Liparoti Heidelberg 26 
Steve losifidis Essendon 19 
Sam Poutakidis Oakleigh 18 


*Ante Deak StAlbans 18 
Zoran Petrevski Fawkner/Whittlesea 17 CONGRATULATIONS TO 


Doug Mladenovic Altona Magic 16 f ANTHONY FROM 


Tony Neceski Sunshine 15 ; 
*Vaughan Coveny South Melbourne 14 ) i, GoAL! WEEKLY 
Jeffrey Fleming Green Gully 14 F = a 


VODAFONE VPL’s BEST AND FAIREST FOOTBALL PLAYER 


FOOTBALL » vodafone” 
VICTORIA 
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Goal! Weekly endeavours to be as 
accurate as possible with every- 
thing it publishes. The Fair Trading 
Act 1999 requires Goal! Weekly to 
disclaim any belief in the truth or 
falsity of information which is sup- 
plied to it and which is published in 
other than editorial content. 


Have you moved ? 


Different postal 
address ? 


Let us know 
so we can make 
sure your club gets its copy of 
GOAL! Weekly. 


Contact the office direct on 
9645 1440. 
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MAGNACCA AND KOUTROUVELIS 
BATHE IN GOLD MEDAL GLORY 


Preston Lions Anthony Magnacca 
and Box Hill Inter’s Georgia 
Koutrouvelis are the proud win- 
ners of the 2005 Vodafone Gold 
Medal Award for the fairest and 
best players in the Men’s and 
Women’s Vodafone Premier 
League. 


Magnacca blitzed the field in the 
Men’s competition, winning 
Victoria’s highest individual award 9 
points ahead of his nearest rival. 


Magnacca began his career with 
Fawkner Blues and has enjoyed 
stints in the NSL with Canberra 
Cosmos, South Melbourne and 
Newcastle United. He also spent the 
2001 season with Norwegian side 
SK Brann. 


*This is just totally unexpected”, 
said the 27 year old attacking mid- 
fielder last night. “I was close to giv- 
ing the game away at the start of the 
year but I stuck at it and I guess it’s 
paid off”. 


The Vodafone Gold Medal winner 


joined Preston this year and netted 6 
goals in 26 appearances for the 
Lions. 


This year’s Women’s winner is from 
the top shelf. Georgia Koutrouvelis 
won the award a massive 11 votes 
clear of second placed Katia 
Tavolaro of Keilor Park. 


Koutrouvelis has been part of the 
National Training Program since 
2002 and has played the last few sea- 
sons with Victoria Vision in the 
Women’s National League. This win 
will almost certainly translate into a 
place in this years Vision squad for 
the fast approaching summer season. 


Georgia’s side plays off in this 
week’s Vodafone Premier League 
Grand Final against Cranbourne 
Comets and after the initial euphoria 
of the victory her thoughts quickly 
turned to her team. “This is fantastic 
for me individually, but it is a team 
game. I couldn’t have done it with- 
out my team mates and we have an 
even bigger prize to play for on 
Sunday” said the Box Hill Inter star. 


! 9, Pa 
Left: Georgia Koutrouvelis. 
Above: Robert Liparoti with 
guest. 

Below: Vodafone’s Edward 
Gough with Anthony Magnacca 
and FFV Commissioners Vasko 
Trpcevski and Manny Galanos. 


2005 VODAFONE GOLD MEDAL 
WOMEN’S LEADER BOARD 


Georgia Koutrouvelis Box Hill 36 
Katia Tavolaro Keilor Park 25 
*Belinda Pannella Brimbank 18 
Cindy Dussoye Ashburton 16 
Tonje Smedholen Bendigo 16 
Amy Skvare Bendigo 16 
*Caroline McEvoy Cranbourne 16 
*Sarah Groenewald Heidelberg Utd 16 
Andrea Totsidis Ashburton 15 
Melanie Camilleri Keilor Park 14 


OTHER AWARD WINNERS 


Coach of the Year: 
Phil Stubbins (HU) 


Bill Fleming Medal: 
Roddy Vargas (GG) 


Top Goalscorer: 
Michael Curcija (ER) 


Goalkeeper of the Year: 
Dean Anastasiadis (SM) 


Referee of the Year: 
Jim Ouliaris 


U21 Player of the Year: 
Serkan Oksuz (PL) 


Weinstein Medal: 
Matthew Spiranovic (VIS) 


Norm Willcocks with George 
Wallace and Chris Bambridge. 


Box Hill’s Ashlee McMillan with 
Saints Mate Grgic and Mick Colina. 


Cranbourne Comets Jenny 
Black and Rachel Lamb. 
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VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE DETAILS 


FINALS SERIES DETAILS | 
HEIDELBERG UNITED 1 —- SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 
(HT 1-0) 

Goals: N.Sabljak, 31st min (HU). 


Yellow Cards: None. 
Red Cards: None. 


HEIDELBERG line-up: L.Acevski, I.Erdogan, R.Liparoti, D.Jones, N.Sabljak 
(V.Korcarevski 90th), T.Ouliaris, N.Marinos, B.Damianos, E.Vassiliadis, Y.Yusuf 
(B.Beni 75th), F.De Amicis. 

SOUTH line-up: D.Anastasiadis, A.Tsonis, S.De Vito (R.Dinse 86th), S.O’Dor, 
V.Coveny, A.Tsirtsakis (V.Natsioulas 46th), K.Salapasidis, R.Tavsancioglu, F.De 
Moraes, R.Cattanach (P.Koutsoupias 71st), S.MacNicol. 


Crowd: 8000. 


€ 


Ist Annual 
Awards Night 


Mens Vodafone Premier League LEADING 
Seniors - Final Standings GOALSCORERS 
P WwW D L F A PT 
Green Gully Cavs 26 13 10 3 += 31 18 49 
Heidelberg United 26 13 8 5 44 24 47 
South Melbourne 26 13 7 6 30 17 # 46 15 Goals 
Fawkner-Whittlesea 26 12 7 7 47 37 43 : “bs 
Oakleigh Cannons 2417 8 50 32 4 
Altona Magic 26 10 10 6 40 33 40 10 Goals 
Johnny Sapazovski 
Preston Lions 26 10 9 7 40 34 39 (PL) 
Essendon Royals 26 10 7 9 33 30 37 Zoran Petrevski (FW) 
Melbourne Knights 26 8 9 9 29 34 33 
Bullen Zebras. 26 6 10 10 22 27 23 ee 
Frankston Pines 26 7 7 +12 28 35 28 | Nick Marinos (HU) 
Sunshine Georgies 26 6 6 14 29 47 24 9 Goals 
St. Albans Saints 2 6 5 15 2 4 23 
Bentleigh Greens 26 4 4 18 19 56 16 8 Goals 


Vaughan Coveny (S) 
Serkan Oksuz (PL) 
7 Goals 


TOP GOALSCORER 
AWARD 


Weekend Weather Report 


Tuesd th September 7.30 Trend for Koce Delev (AM 
Sete ee oe aka ia yt Friday “saturday and SPONSORED BY Sees 
PING Eatery and Bar Suimeey BILIC HOMES (Mk) 
49 Beach Street 
Porc Mclkeucan ier Showers. Cool to cold. (03) 9706 4292 
For bookings phone Goal! Weekly Congratulates he 
thd Heidelberg United FC & Green Gully FC ever 
On reaching the 2005 Vodafone 
q 
Come One, Come All FFV Premier League Grand Final. 
Fe ; 
a Mm) 
BS VODAFONE 
a 
ers. VPL FINALS SERIES Qitqaa 
VICTORIA 
2nd Elimination Final Saeeceria Grand 
Fawkner/VWVhittlesea 0 vs Oakleigh Cannons 3 : : . 5 
Fri 26 August Epping Stadium Heidelberg United 3 v Oakleigh Cannons 1 Final 


1st Elimination Final 


South Melbourne 3 vs Altona Magic 0 


Loser eliminated / Winner to Preliminary Final 


Sat 3 September Olympic Village, 7:15pm 


Green Gully 


Preliminary Final 


Grand Final 


Sat 27 August Bob Jane Stadium 


Qualifying Final 


Green Gully 1 ¥s Heidelberg United 1 


2nd Semi Final 
Green Gully 0 v South Melbourne 0 
Green Gully win 5-4 on penalties 
Sat 3 September Green Gully Reserve, 3:00pm 


Winner to Grand Final / Loser to Preliminary Final 


Sun 28 August Green Gully Reserve 


on 


4S 
BRAY 


oa 
HEIDELBERG UNITED 
tary 
K1y 
\0n0 


Sun 11 September, Olympic Village Sun 18 September, Olympic Park Cavaliers 
Heidelberg United 1 Green a Cavaliers ; Vs 
South We bead 0 Heidelberg United Heidelberg 
United 
Sunday 18 
September 
KO 6:00pm, 
Olympic Park 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


7 Mason Street Warragul 3820 
Tel: 5622 2826 Fax: 5622 2628 


\ BERGERS TO FINAL AND 
ELIMINATE RIVALS SOUTH 
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2. VODAFONE VPL FINALS SERIES 


VICTORIAN 


EST. 1959 


SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 


Heidelberg United 1 South Melbourne 0 


Heidelberg United was granted pas- 
sage into the 2005 VPL Grand Final 
after Nik Sabljak scored to give the 
Bergers a priceless win over South 
Melbourne FC on Sunday night's 
Preliminary Final. 


A week of anticipation and one of most 
thrilling seasons of VPL football had set 
the stage for an awesome showdown 
between old foes. Despite South begin- 
ning from scratch following the demise 
of the NSL and Heidelberg returning to 
the VPL after a two year stint in State 
One, a crucial meeting between these 
sides was always going to draw a crowd. 
Their previous two meetings in the regu- 
lar season had amassed record number of 
spectators and on Sunday fans again 
braved the cold and turned out in force. 


As the match kicked off Heidelberg 
looked hungrier but the wet conditions 
prevented any serious threat from either 
side. Fernando De Moraes' long range 
shot in the 20th minute painted a clear 
picture of both side's inability to create 
any clear chances. However the home 


| > 
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side kept pushing and right on the half- 
hour mark Nick Sabljak stepped up for a 
free kick at the top of the penalty box. 
Sabljak drilled his shot into the wall but 
he got a hold of the rebound and he boot- 
ed the ball past Dean Anastasiadis. 


As the crowd went crazy it seemed as 
though Heidelberg were bound to extend 
its lead with Yusef Yusef constantly 
causing problems on the left wing. 
Yusef's ability to run the ball up the wing 
was instrumental in the Bergers' first half 
dominance. 


The half-time break helped the strug- 
gling South squad regroup and they were 
a much better side in the opening stages 
of the second half. Enough so that 
Robbie Cattanach had a golden chance to 
level thanks to a calculated through ball 
by Costa Salapasidis, but his shot went 
wide. 


The equaliser looked imminent as South 
went on a full strength attack and they 
almost got it but it definitely was not De 
Moraes' day as the Brazillans' shot hit the 


crossbar. The ensuing rebound saw the 
ball handled in the box, which sent South 
fans wild, but happiness soon turned to 
disbelief as De Moraes' penalty kick was 
blocked by Lou Acevski. 


As South fans vented their frustrations 
on nearby Heidelberg coach Phil 
Stubbins, the Bergers almost extended 
their lead through Nick Marinos after the 
gifted striker dribbled past two defenders 
only to be denied by the crossbar. 


Sabljak's goal would remain as the 
decider, which was enough for the 
Bergers to join Green Gully in the Grand 
Final. As Referee Perry Muir finally put 
an end to the game and the pitch was 
flooded by delighted Berger fans, who 
had suffered enough to earn the right to 
rejoiced alongside their team. 


The Bergers now have one hurdle left 
before they can complete a fairytale 
return to the VPL. Gully awaits them at 
Olympic Park next week to decide the 
2005 Premiership title. 


By Carlos Ibarra 
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So close, yet far. 
South Melbourne’s Rama Tavsancioglu is in agony after the 1-0 loss to Heidelberg United to put South out of the Finals 
Series. 


FROM THE DUGOUT... 


Phil Stubbins 
Coach, Heidelberg United: 


“We changed our game plan a little bit which 
seemed to work well against South. | felt we 
dominated throughout the first forty-five min- 
utes which was pleasing. | said to the boys 
at half-time to beware as | expected them to 
throw everything at us after the break, which 
is what eventuated. Although it was a 1-0 
scoreline it was more like a 3-2 game. They 
missed their opportunity to score through a 
penalty but we could’ve had a couple more 
in the latter stages of the game. | thought it 
was a good spectacle and unfortunately only 
one team could go through.” 


John Anastasiadis 
Coach, South Melbourne: 


“It was quite disappointing. Heidelberg defi- 
nitely had the first half and we certainly had 
the second half. We definitely could have 
equalised with the penalty we were awarded 
and hitting the crossbar. But that’s football 
and | hope my boys can all learn from it and 
hopefully go one step further next year. | can 
take nothing away from the boys, they 
played their hearts out and I’m very proud of 
their efforts this season. We wish 
Heidelberg the very best in the Grand Final.” 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 
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Bergers v South. 
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Bergers v South. 
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Bergers v South. 
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ONE ON ONE WITH LES SCHEINFLUG 


Former national youth and _ senior 
coach, Les Scheinflug was the guest of 
honour at Waverley Wanderers presi- 
dent's luncheon’ on _ Saturday. 
Scheinflug holds the distinction of being 
the only national team coach to take an 
Australian team to a World Cup final 
when the Joeys finished runner's up to 
Brazil in the U 17's final in 1999. 


Les is the technical director of a coaching 
academy in Sydney called 'Total Football’. 
The academy provides coaching consulta- 
tion to coaches and their teams. 


Goal Weekly took the opportunity to find 
out what Les thinks about the current state 
of the game in Australia. 

We began by asking for his views on the 
current standard of junior coaching. 


LS: I feel our coaching hasn't improved 
that much. We don't have the younger 
players coming through at present. In the 
past, I was proud that in six years coach- 
ing youth players at the national level, we 
had 12 or 14 players coming through. 
We're not doing enough for the coaches. 
The government hasn't put the money into 
development, like they did before. They've 
cut the funds to Western Australia and 
Tasmania. That's why the standard of foot- 
ball has really gone backwards. 


GW: Are the football associations doing 
enough to improve the standard of coach- 
ing? 


LS: The Coaches Association has to start 
working again, because we're only there in 
name. We're not meeting enough. We're 
not exchanging ideas. Down from the 
national coach, to the senior coaches, to 
the junior coaches, we're not meeting 
each other. So that needs to be refreshed. 
We have to work with each other, not 


| 


against each other. 


After this next World Cup, they have to 
look after this recruiting problem for jun- 
ior coaching. Usually with junior coaches 
at the local suburban clubs, who do we 
employ? Mum or Dad who have never 
played the game...they suddenly become 
a coach. The kids become 12, 13 or 14 and 
they can't even trap a ball. We have to con- 
centrate on getting good coaches for the 
youngsters. We're going upside down at 
the moment. We've got good coaches for 
the A League, and for the youth we get 


Les Scheinflug: 
Australian Hall of 
Fame Inaugural 
Inductee, 
Australian National 
Team Coach, 
Australian Youth Team 
Coach, 

1979 NSL Coach of 
the Year. 

absolutely mediocre coaches. Sometimes 


the clubs are not seeing the importance of 
employing good coaches. 


GW: How do you encourage players who 
have played the game to go on and coach 
young players? 


LS: I always try to get them involved with 
the coaching experience for a year or two 
and then they go off and coach young 
players. Don't just send them into the 
wilderness. They have to learn alongside 
an experienced coach. At the moment, it 


may be some A-League players, like the 
ones that were here, they sometimes have 
coaching days for kids but they only do 
what they know, not what coaching should 
be done. There's more to coaching than a 
lot of people think. 


GW: Do you think the A-League had to 
exclude ethnic based clubs in order for the 
game to move ahead? 


LS: It could have been done in a different 
way. The man they hired, John O'Neill, he 
made a great error by saying, get rid of 
‘ugly soccer' and start playing the modern 
game of football. We are a multicultural 
country. We have so many different 
nations. There's room for everybody. You 
cannot split them up. What he doesn't 
respect by his statements is, the heroes 
from the past. The people who put their 
own house more or less in danger, for 
looking after soccer and sponsoring soc- 
cer. He just kicks them out of the door and 
doesn't want anything to do with them. I 
think that's the ugly side of the game. 
You cannot forget the history of the game, 
the people who started this, say 40-50 
years ago and suddenly you start the new 
league...where they've got the chief exec- 
utive from Rugby Union and almost 
another 30 or 40 people from Rugby 
Union. It can only happen in soccer. 

It should never happen. I think we forget 
the experts of soccer because they come 
from the so called ' dark area' the ' bad 
area’. They've all been painted with the 
same brush, even the good people from 
the past. Everyone wants to see soccer 
grow. Don't chuck them away. They're 
there, if you want help, you should really 
grab them and keep them instead of saying 
they're the ugly people of soccer's past. 


By George Stogiannou 


MATCH REPORTS 


EAGLES CROWNED 
CHAMPIONS 


Doncaster Rovers 1 
Springvale White Eagles 2 


Springvale White Eagles are league champi- 
ons, winning their final game in more convinc- 
ing fashion than the 1-2 scoreline would sug- 
gest at Doncaster on Saturday. They will now 
play next season in the Victorian First Division 
where they will surely have an impact if they 
can keep the same side together with a little 
tinkering in the defensive department. 


Eagles kicked off knowing that a single point 
would be good enough to win the championship 
and their large travelling support were vocal in 
anticipation of the job being done. The first half 
was pretty much pedestrian with the possession 
shared equally however an Eagles piledriver in 
the 15th minute could have opened the scoring 
but for a good tip over the bar by the Rovers 
keeper. Rovers needed to win this game to keep 
their slim hopes of promotion alive and started 
with lan Edge probably the best target man in the 
competition playing deeper in a mid-field role 
behind the front two, this strategy was changed as 
soon as it became obvious that Edge was more 
comfortable and effective in a forward role. The 
game needed more risks to be taken especially by 
Rovers as both sides walked of at half time with 
a 0-0 scoreline. 


White Eagles scored the inevitable opener as they 
went into all out attack in the second half, Milos 
Petrevski stroked the ball home in the 55th min 
after unselfish play by a team mate. The swoop- 
ing eagles now went for the jugular and were 
awarded a penalty kick in the 60th minute. Man 


mountain, big centre half Igor Stotanic strode for- 
ward and placed the ball to the keepers right 
without enough power and had his powder puff 
shot parried away by the Rovers keeper, strikers 
take note, demand that you take the penalty kicks 
although big Igor is not to be argued with ! 
Rovers were still in this and equalised in the 72nd 
min when Ozdonzenciler got his head to a cross 
ball that went into the net in slow motion, at least 
that is how it seemed to the stunned Eagles. 1-1 
and all to play for. Rovers have had trouble 
defensively all season best demonstrated by the 
fact that the two sides desparately trying to avoid 
relegation on the last day Morwell and 
Stonnington have both conceded less goals this 
season than them. Eagles on the other hand are 
the best attacking team in the competition and 
were looking for their 50th goal of the season to 
confirm their superiority and duly saluted near 
the end to send their fans into raptures when 
Miles Tidd headed home a worthy winner to rein- 
force their rightful position at the top. Final score 
1-2. 


Congratulations to Springvale White Eagles you 
were the best team in the competition. 
Congratulations are also in order to Stonnington 
City who defied my prediction of relegation and 
got up in the last game away to Chelsea to save 
themselves for another season in Division Two. 
Sorry to see Morwell relegated and all in the divi- 
sion will miss their hospitality. Fitzroy were 
favourites to go down and duly saluted. bye bye. 


Cranbourne who finished second now play 
Thomastown at Sixth Ave Ashwood ( Eastern 
Lions ground ) next Saturday afternoon for the 
right to play Port Melbourne who finished third 
from bottom in Division One the following week 
at the same venue. Be there. 


By Brian Flaherty 


WANDERERS CELEBRATE 
BACK To BACK TITLES 


Waverley Wanderers 1 
Monbulk 0 


Waverley Wanderers completed back to back 
titles by defeating Monbulk 1-0 in their State 3SE 
match at home on Saturday. 

Before a crowd of over 300 spectators including 
special guest, former Socceroos coach, Les 
Scheinflug, the Wanderers put on a laboured per- 
formance as they struggled to create chances. 
Monbulk rarely troubled the Waverley defence 
but put up a stubborn resistance especially in the 
first half. 

Monbulk keeper Craig McCulloch saved Ira Howitt's 
shot from point blank in the only meaningful goal- 
mouth action of the first half. 

Waverley's second half substitute Paul Madondo, 
conjured the opening which led to Waverley's win- 
ner. He stepped inside his marker, sprinted into the 
heart of the Monbulk defence drawing another 
defender before releasing fellow striker Arthur 
Apostolopoulos, who finished well from 15 metres. 
The balance of the game tilted further to Waverley's 
advantage when referee Vasiliadis sent off Monbulk 
striker Simon Middleton for dissent. Monbulk 
opened up at the back by pushing sweeper Nick Van 
Egmond forward and playing with only two defend- 
ers making them vulnerable to Waverley counterat- 
tacks. The Wanderers tried to press home their 
advantage but were unable to add to their score. 
Coach John Kennedy said after the game, " Today is 
the icing on the cake. It's great for the supporters for 
us to win the championship. Today was one of these 
pressure games and these guys have got to get used 
to that because every game's going to be like that 
next year in Division 2. 

" Grant Kennedy and Jim Nezos worked hard today. 
When Paul Madondo came on he gave us a spark up 
front, and Archie Apostolopoulos, what can you say? 


He's 39 years old and he wins another champi- 
onship." 

Skipper Jim Nezos said of the championship winning 
side, " They are a hard working team. There is a lot 
of self-belief in the team. We've got a bit to work on 
for next year, but if we get on the training park early, 
pick up one or two new signings, we'll do alright in 
Division 2." 


Club president, George Katsamboukas, said after the 
game, " It really still hasn't sunk in to be quite hon- 
est. We struggled a little towards the end of the sea- 
son but the boys and John Kennedy did a great job 
and brought it home. We're really looking forward to 
the challenge of playing State 2 next year. 


Of Waverley's prospects in Division 2 , 
Katsamboukas said, " I think we'll be more than com- 
fortable next year. There's players that I've already 
targeted right now. We obviously need to strengthen 
the squad. We want to invite current players back 
next year but we're going to strengthen it with three 
or four more players. I've already got three boys in 
mind. 

It will be business as usual like this year. People who 
want to play for the shirt, people who don't ask for 
excessive money, will be more than welcome. But we 
won't buy and spend silly money next year just 
because we're in State 2. 


Coach John Kennedy believes that for the club to be 
successful in Division 2 next year, 

" Really what we've got to do is consolidate our 
squad very early. I'd like to enter the Greek Cup this 
year in early January. By that time I'd like everybody 
signed up and organized." He's looking to sign three 
or four new players including a striker. 


By George Stogiannou 
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FOOTBALL QUIZ 


1) This year’s Gold Medal Winner, 
Anthony Magnacca plays for which 
VPL club? 

2) Who finished Top Scorer of this 
year’s VPL? 

3) What was the final aggregate 
score between Australia and 
Solomon Islands? 


4) Name the only A-League player to 
feature in the above World Cup 


6) Name the two coaches who will 
lead their respective teams in this 
year’s VPL Grand Final? 


7) Linesmen were first introduced 
into football in 1891, 1931 or 1961? 
8) Women’s Gold Medallist Georgia 
Koutrouvelis plays for which WVPL 
club? 


9) Who scored the winner for 
Heidelberg United in the Preliminary 


Final against South Melbourne? 
10) What was the Gold Medal previ- 
5) Con Anthopoulos captained which = ously known as? 
i © 
VPL team this season? Answers on page 19 


Qualifier? 


How Passionate are you? Webmotion provides websites that are Contact Webmotion on 0432 523 099 or email 
Need an easy and affordable way to visually enticing, easy to navigate and the team at web_ motion@hotmail.com and get 
promote your football club and get —_ even easier to manage. your website today. 
recognised? We offer a complete package including 
creation, design of website and a secure 


i line management y Wy i E 
ugh about et ston webmotion: 


AROUND VICTORIA website? Hallas 
OuT EVERY WEDNESDAY 
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Football + Tiunamii 
Dear football supporter, 


What unites us as a community in 
Victoria is the passionate support of our 
game. As players, coaches, parents, vol- 
unteers and committee members, we 
appreciate the role that football plays in 
our lives - as an avenue for socialising, 
developing skills, and getting active. 


We often take for granted how fortunate 
we are to have our sport so accessible to 
us, that we have structured competi- 
tions, that many of us are paid to play, 
even that some of us are employed to 
develop our sport and clubs. 


Football 4 Tsunami was developed as a 
community project, to empower leaders 
within the community to take action and 
invite others to make a difference in the 
lives of football supporters in less fortu- 
nate circumstances. In December 2004, 
a tsunami killed over 30,000 in Sri 
Lanka alone, devastating the country 
and its people. Those who survived are 
experiencing a period of trauma, tragedy 
and rebuilding. 


The residents of Sri Lanka affected by 
the tsunami are slowly reconstructing 
their lives, their homes and _ their 
schools. Sport has lost its place in these 
people's lives as other priorities for liv- 
ing have emerged. Children have lost 
their outlet for creating friendships, for 
developing their abilities and for escap- 
ing the pressures of life. It may take 
children significantly longer to deal with 
the trauma of such a major tragedy with- 
out the presence of and access to sport. 
Football 4 Tsunami aims to provide Sri 
Lankans with the possibility to have the 
benefit of sport in their lives once again. 


BOO’S WORLD 


A Satirical Look at the World of Football 
According to Mark Boric 


The seven goal buffer from last 
Saturday was just enough to see 
Australia scrape past Solomon Islands 
after a meagre 2-1 win in the away leg. 
The draw for the qualifier against the 
fifth placed South American team sees 
Australia host the second leg. Hopefully 
a solid defensive effort away followed 
by a result that brings World Cup qual- 
ification at home. 

Well, I've been bagging the New 
Zealand Knights lately, but with 
Melbourne Victory on the bottom of the A 
League, yes below even the sheep lovers, 
it is time to turn on our own. Against 
Adelaide they fell behind after just ten sec- 
onds, which is about the amount of time it 
takes for their defenders to react to the 
opening whistle. 

The A League slogan of It's Football, 
But Not As You Know It is coming true 
with Victory bottom of the league. That is 
where the Kiwis and hick towns are sup- 
posed to be. 

Green Gully v Heidelberg United for 
the VPL Grand Final. Green Gully, everp- 
resent at the top of the table for some years 
now, getting to the big one as if on autopi- 
lot. Heidelberg, the fallen giants on the 
way back after some time in the wilder- 
ness, putting one over arch-rivals South 
Melbourne to make the big final. 


FOOTBALL FOR TSUNAMI 


So how does this relate to our football 
community in Victoria? As a communi- 
ty, this project aims to raise 10,000 
pieces of football apparel and equipment 
to be distributed to children in Sri 
Lanka, through schools in areas most 
affected by tsunami. 


Most of us have collected football 
apparel and equipment for years, and it 
takes up space in our cupboards and 
garages. We have jerseys we don't part 
with because they are old or have our 
surnames on the back. We have foot- 
balls and boots in the garage that we 
don't use because we've replaced them 
with new equipment. 


Football 4 Tsunami provides an opportu- 
nity for Victorian football supporters to 
make a significant and lasting difference 
to the lives of others. By donating this 
equipment, you will aid in providing Sri 
Lankan children with an outlet to deal 
with trauma, an opportunity for healing 
and to restore a sense of normality and 
continuity in their lives. 


If you have ever wanted to make a dif- 
ference, and share your love of our game 
with others, I encourage you to work 
with your community and create a possi- 
bility of generating happiness and heal- 
ing for Sri Lankans. This project can 
take on any form in your own communi- 
ty, club or household. Speak to team- 
mates, share your ideas with committee 
members, and create your own projects 
to help reach our goal of delivering 
10,000 pieces of football apparel and 
equipment. 


In the coming months, structured collec- 
tion programs will be advised. In the 
meantime, check your cupboards, your 


Sex god Ugly 
Dave Gray: 
helping clubs 
to laugh off 
relegation: 


Hopefully it will be a great game and 
occasion. 

Lower down the leagues there are still 
some big play-off games ahead to resolve 
the final place in State League Division 
One. Thomastown Devils and Cranbourne 
Comets will meet to see who faces Port 
Melbourne for that berth. You would think 
Port are too good to go down, but you 
never know. 

Well done to all the promoted teams this 
year, use a bit of Ugly Dave Gray's Nasal 
Spray and you may all be able to stay up 
next year. 


Gy 


Football + Tiunamii 
garages, and your clubrooms. Ask your- 


self if you really need to hold on to that 
old equipment and apparel, or if you 
could use it to make a difference in the 
life of another. Each of us has the power 
to be inspiring - here is the opportunity 
to see this in action in your lives. This is 
your chance to shine. 


What we are collecting: 


- Football 
shorts, socks 

- Club tracksuits 

- Shin pads 

- Boots 

- Goalkeeper gloves 

- Footballs (soccer balls) 

- Ball pumps 

- Sports bags 

- Cones/training equipment 


(soccer) jerseys, 


We ask that all equipment is clean, can 
be used and is in good condition. All 
sizes will be accepted. 


Please consider how your old football 
apparel and equipment can be better 
used by bringing joy to these children 
than sitting in the cupboard, and donate 
to the project to make our aims a reality. 
You may be able to assist in another 
way, perhaps with storage space or by 
becoming a drop-off point. Please con- 
tact us to discuss how you and your club 
can contribute. 


Thanks for your support; we really can 
all make a difference by sharing the 
sport we love with others. 


Kaya Babic 
Project Coordinator 
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EASTERN LIONS FC 
UPCOMING EVENTS 


UK CUP 
Sunday 13th November 
Only 8 Teams 
$80 Entry fee per team 
to be held at the home of the 
Eastern Lions FC 
Sixth Avenue, Burwood. 


For all event enquiries contact 
NORM WILLCOCKS 
0416 036 346 or 9808 1829. 


State League Play-Off 
Saturday 17th September 2.30pm 
Cranbourne v Thomastown 
@ Eastern Lions FC 
Sixth Avenue, Burwood. 


ON THE BOX THIS WEEK 


CHANNEL 31 


The VSF Football Show 
Wednesday 9pm 
Green Gully Soccer Show, 
Saturday 3.30 pm 


SBS 


The World Game 
Sun 5pm 


FOX SPORTS 1 
ON THE AIR WAVES 


The Sunday Sports Show 
Casey Radio 97.7 FM, Sun 2-5pm 
Featuring coverage of the VPL with Paul 
Jefferies 
Monday Night Football 
96.5 Inner FM 
Monday nights 8-10:30pm 
Live Coverage of the VPL 
Football Sentral 
SEN 1116, Fri 9-11pm 
Featuring coverage of the Socceroos, Hyundai 
A-League and World Football 


MATCH REPORT 


South Springvale 2 
Diamond Valley 1 


Diamond Valley had a disappointing 
end to their season when it lost to South 
Springvale 2-1. It has been a topsy 
turvy year for the Valley boys with some 
brilliant displays against the top sides 
negated by mediocre efforts against fel- 
low cellar dwellers. 


Valley were under strength with Tom 
Gooney and Erol Ergin missing through 
illness and injury, and were further handi- 
capped by the absence of Frank Binyazar 
and Adam Tavsancioglu due to work com- 
mitments. Willie Raynes himself took the 
field. 


All goals came in the first half with the 
home side scoring in the 17th and 34th 
mins. Ben Love notched Valley’s goal 
after 27mins. As in the first meeting of 
these two teams many chances occurred 
but the finishing left a lot to be desired. 


With their season over Valley will hold the 
vote count for the player of the year on 
Sunday 18th September at 3:30pm in the 
clubrooms. This will be preceded by the 
AGM at 1:00pm. 


Willie Raynes declared himself unavail- 
able for the coaching role and the incom- 
ing commitee’s first task will be to appoint 
a coach in order to start rebuilding for next 
season. 


The annual presentation dance will be held 
on October 14th at the Watsonia RSL with 
kickoff at 7:30pm. Tickets are $80 a dou- 
ble or $45 a single. The club will be open 
Thursdays to take bookings or phone 9432 
6798. 


Cost includes a three course meal, live 
music and drinks at bar prices. 


By Gordon Kirkwood 


SANDRINGHAM City FC PRESENTS 
British and Irish Lions v Rest of the World 


* BBQ Saturday 17 September ae 
KO 1:00pm 
* 
Raffles * Auctions 


All you can eat, All you can drink - $25 


$1000 draw - Last one standing wins 
RJ Sillitoe Reserve, Ludstone St, Hampton 
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O | VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Greew Gully Cavaliery FC 


FROM THE DUGOUT... 


lan Dobson 
Coach, Green Gully Cavaliers: 


vodafone” 


CiuB Honours 
- Formed 1955 
- VPL Champions 1999, 2000, 2003 


- State League Champions 1981, 1982, 
1983 


- Division 1 Champions 1976 
- Division 2 Champions 1971 


- State League Cup Winners 1982, 1983 
and 1987 


- Armstrong Cup Winners 1978, 1983 and 
1995 


-Ampol Cup Winners 1979, 1981 and 
1983 


- Dockerty Cup Winners 1981, 1982, 1986 
and 2004 


“| think it’s going to be an extremely tight 
game. Apart from the first game when we 
went to Heidelberg and beat them 3-1, the 
past two encounters have been close 
games and there's very little between the 
two teams. Whoever takes their chances 
on the day will certainly be in a position to 
win the game. We've got a fair bit of 
experience that can certainly deal with 
this type of occasion and players with the 
strength that know how to win Grand 
Finals. We'll have to make sure individu- 
als do their jobs. | don’t believe it'll be 
won in the first fifteen minutes and will 
probably go the distance.” 


Zoran Markovski: Markovski is Gully’s 
tower in defence and can always be 
relied on to take control of things when 
Gully is under siege. The big man has 
years of experience behind him and he 
will be instrumental in halting Heidelberg 
front-men Nick Marinos and _ Nick 
Sabljak. 


Rod Vargas: A versatile defender that 
handles himself well and remains calm 
and collected in most situations. Rod 
made the move from the Knights after 
the NSL demise and has since been one 
of Gully's most valuable players. The tall 
defender has a knack for Scoring head- 
ers and despite being a defender he still 
managed to score seven goals this year. 


Andy Vargas: Playmaker is the best 
way to describe Andy but the mid-fielder 
is also one of Gully’s regular scorers. 
Armed with silky ball skills and eye for 
precision passing, Andy isa key element 
in Gully's starting 11. 


Pasi Schwalger: Largely responsible 
for Gully's excellent defensive record, 
a - > 7 


=-s ee a Ee 


Brandon Vassallo (above): Vassallo is 
pivotal in Gully's style of play, where the 
ball is fed from the wings. His work down 
the flanks is continuous and his passing 
is effective. Vassallo will play a key role 
On Sunday and is definitely a player to 
look out for. 


Nick Tsaltas: Gully's man up front. 


Although Tsaltas only scored seve 


Schwalger has proved to be a great 
goal-keeper. His towering presence 
between the goals has saved Gully on 
numerous occasions and is able to han- 
dle pressure well. 


goals this season, they have come af 
crucial times and often have made the 
difference on the night. Tsaltas has grea 
positioning and doesn't need a multitude 
of chances to convert. 


Phillip Riccobene: A youngster with 4 
promising future. Riccobene has slowl 

worked his way into the squad Dobso 

can rely on as the redhead is able to 
partner well with Andy Vargas and alsa 
replace him if need be. Riccobene does 
well on the counter-attack and is a 

excellent player to bring on to live 

things up. 


By Carlos Ibarra 


Previous Grand Final Winners 
2004 - Bulleen Zebras 0 v 0 Altona Magic 
(Zebras win 3-2 on penalties) 

2003 - Green Gully 1 v 0 Frankston Pines 
2002 - Fawkner 1 v 2 Preston (AET) 
2001 - Port Melbourne 2 v 2 Heidelberg United 
(Heidelberg wins 4-3 on penalties) 


What the experts think... 
Manny Galanos (FFV Commission) 
Green Gully 3-2 


Eddie Krncevic 
Heidelberg 2-1 


Mark Boric 
Green Gully 1-0 


Tony Pignata (FFV CEO) 
1-1, best team will win on penalties 


Goal! Weekly 
T-T, Football's the winner 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 


With a hard fought one nil win over their 
oldest rival, the team affectionately 
known as "Megas" is only one win away 
from reaching the summit. A remarkable 
achievement when you consider they 
were playing first division football 
twelve months ago. With one of the 
biggest and most passionate supporter 
bases in Victoria behind them, the 
Bergers have the experience, quality 
and hunger to break their Green Gully 
hoodoo and win Victorian football's 
most coveted trophy. 


Coach: Phil Stubbins 
Needs to be pro-active and take the game 


to Green Gully. Has the personnel to play 
fluent and attacking football. 


Likely Line-Up 


Eric Vassiliadis (captain, above): The 
inspirational captain will be leading from the 
front and is sure to put his body on the line 
for the success of the team. 


Robert Liparoti: The former South 
Melbourne stalwart is expected to poll well 
in the VPL's gold medal night, and will pro- 
vide invaluable experience and a strong 


Phil Stubbins 
Coach, Heidelberg United: 


“We're going to go out there and attempt 
to win the game, playing the attacking 
brand of football that we know how to do 
best. | hope it’s a good game in terms of 
being an open encounter with a few goals 
involved. It’s going to be hard for us to 
pick a team off that’s been so brilliant and 
resolute in defence all year long. I’m hop- 
ing that on a big pitch and with the open 
spaces of Olympic Park it may provide 
the opportunity for us to exploit such a 
well organised opponent. They’re the 
best team in the league. We'll be trying 
our utmost to play to our potential and 
hopefully break down Gully’s defence and 
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FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
VICTORIA 


CLuB HONOURS 


- Formed 1958 


- State League Champions 
1975, 1988, 2004 


- VPL Champions 1990, 2001 


- NSL Grand Final Winners 
1980 


- NSL Cup Winners 1992/93, 


1996 


get a goal or two.” 


physical presence which will help repel the 
imposing Cavalier forward line. 


Isyan Edrogan: The 22 year old defender 
was previously at the Melbourne Knights for 
the last two seasons of the old NSL and has 
had a really good season in the Premier 
League and will keep the Green. Gully strik- 
ers on their toes. 


Daniel Jones: The clubs best & fairest, had 
a superb 2005 and Stubbins will look to the 
former Coventry City player for a solid and 
resolute performance. 


Nick Sabaljak: The young journeymen has 
played some scintillating football in 2005 
and has the ability to win matches on his 
own. Needs to work hard and continue the 
form which made him one of the hottest tal- 
ents in the old NSL. 


Anthony Ouliaris: The former Carlton mid- 
fielder, needs to stay disciplined and plug 
the "hole". His versatility will be instrumen- 
tal to the team's success. 


Nick Marinos: The club's top scorer has 
returned from trials in Europe, and the tal- 
ented striker will create many headaches 
for the Cavalier defence. His size, speed 
and instinctive reactions make him a diffi- 
cult player to mark. 


Bill Damianos: Favourite son and arguably 
Hedelberg's best player in 2005, holds the 
key to success. The set piece specialist has 
the ability to turn a game on its head and 
must continue to pull the strings in the mid- 
dle of the park. 


Fausto De Amicis: A Former Socceroo 


with a wealth of experience, will be looking 
to,make a huge impact from left back. His 
tireless work-rate and teasing crosses will 
prove ominous for Green Gully. This could 
be his last chance to win a championship. 


Lupce Acevski (above): Solid goalkeeper 
who's »been the back bone of the team's 
success. His outstanding performances in 
2005, have made him a crowd favourite and 
have eared him the respect of his peers. 


Yusuf Yusuf: He's been at the club since a 
junior, and has now been finally rewarded 
with first team football. He has an abun- 
dance of talent and possesses an array of 
tricks that will prove a handful. 


Likely Bench 


G Tioulis 
B Beni 
T Papoutsis 
V Korcarevski 
J Gorges 


By Chris Priftis 


Kick Off 6:00pm, Olympic Park, 


Melbourne 
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The final round of the 
Vodafone State League 
Division One saw one matter 
to be decided to complete all 
the formalities of the season 
and this was determining the 
team that would finish third 
bottom and be forced to 
endure the lottery that is the 
Relegation Play-Off. 

Port Melbourne wound up fin- 
ishing in this spot as they could 
only manage a draw against 
champions Kingston City at 
Kingston's Grange Reserve, 
whilst Western Suburbs trav- 
elled to Paisley Park and upset 
Altona East Phoenix to ensure 
survival and another season in 
Dvision One. 


All games were played simulta- 
neously this weekend and in the 
first game the side that finished 
bottom of the division, Knox 
City, signed off with a surprise 
win against Northcote City by 
the score of two goals to one. 
Jeremy Kaczmarski and Ramsey 
Nasser were the scorers for the 
Knox City outfit whilst Abdul 
Rauf Samad was the scorer for 
the Northcote City side. 


Northcote will be bitterly dissa- 
pointed to drop this game to 
Knox because although they had 
little to play for, it would have 
expected to beat the relegated 
side and given themselves a 
boost going into the next season. 
Knox signed off with a bang and 
let’s hope this is a catalyst for 
the future and that Knox can 
string some wins together in 
Division Two South East and 
arrest their recent slide and 
become competitive. 


Port Melbourne travelled to the 
Grange Reserve to take on 
champions Kingston City and 
left with a share of the spoils. 


ROUND TWENTY TWO WRAP 


Port Melbourne have to steel 
themselves for a battle in a one 
off game for their Division One 


Kingston City 
Richmond 


North Coburg Utd 
Altona East Phoenix 
Northcote City 
Brunswick City 
Dandenong Thunder 
Langwarrin 

Western Suburbs 

Pt Melbourne Sharks 


Westvale 
Knox City 


future. 

They can take heart from their 
result against Kingston and the 
fact they came back from a goal 
down, but now its all hands to 
the pump for one last major 
effort for this season. 


The other game which affected 
the Play-Off picture was 
Western Suburbs’ win over 
Altona East, which meant that 
whatever happened between 
Kingston and Knox became 
irrelevant and Suburbs would 
survive to fight another year in 
Division One. Altona East have 
been one of the form teams of 
the season but Western Suburbs 
are a hard toiling side and they 
broke East down to register a 
two goals to one win. 

Altona's goal was scored by 
Stepjan Bartol whilst Western 
Suburbs’ goals were scored by 
Truss Hubble and _ young 
Federico Riera. 

Having seen a bit of this boy 


is a talent out of the box and 
you'll be hearing a lot more of 
him in the future. 


OR OWNOBSA 
(fe) — (op) (fe) (op) (on) 1 SS 


North Coburg and Dandenong 
Thunder shared the points in a 
hard fought game finishing two 
all. Ismael Cilek and Kamer 
Simsek scored for North Coburg 
whilst Leon Buhic and Hugo 
Reyes scored for the Thunder. 
North Coburg achieved an out- 
standing finish to finish fourth 
this season and with the addition 
of a few more players could 
challenge for honours next sea- 
son. Dandenong Thunder need 
to reasses where they are after 
this season as I feel they have 
gone backwards this season 
compared to 2004. 


Promoted Richmond ended their 
season on a high with a 4-1 
mauling of Brunswick City. 
James Baskerville and Joey Di 
Iorio each scored a pair. The 
Brunswick scorer was unavail- 
able. 

Richmond will have to prepare 
for the VPL next season and will 


dafone State League 1 


STATE LEAGUE ONE DETAILS 


then the Kevin Bartlett Reserve, 
but Helmet Kalitzki, 
Richmond’s President, is a 
shrewd man who will no doubt 
add to the squad and have them 
well prepared for a season in the 
big league. 

Brunswick consolidated their 
position in the league after pro- 
motion from Division 2NW in 
2004 and will look to build and 
challenge next season. 


The final game saw Langwarrin 
condemn Westvale Olympic to 
Divison Two soccer with a loss, 
mauling them four goals to nil. 
Adis Kadric and Simon 
O’Donell got singles whilst 
Caleb Nicoles bagged two. 


Langwarrin finished mid table 
and as with Brunswick City con- 
solodated their position after 
promotion from Division 2SE. 


Westvale must do something 
now to settle themselves in 
Division 2NW and rebuild to 
challenge a quick return to this 
division. 


By Reuben Schembri 


O 
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15 Goals 
J.Di lorio (R) 
C.Nicholes (L) 
14 Goals 
M Panaghis (NC) 
11 Goals 
J.Spiteri (KC) 
10 Goals 
T.Apostolikas (AEP) 
9 Goals 
B.Stafrace(BC) 


N.Papadopoulos 
(KC) 


C.Greechan (AEP) 
8 Goals 


G.Peppas (BC) 
B.Caffrey (L) 


Cranbourne Comets 
Vv 
Thomastown Devils 
John Gardiners 
Reserve 
KO 2:30 PM 


Action between Kingston and Port Melbourne. 


Reserves - Final Standings 


W F 
13 46 


Most weeks you’d be quite 
pleased if you were the Port ie 
Melbourne coach after nicking a | Northcote City 21 
point from the league leaders | Knox City 21 14 46 
and champions, but given Port | North Coburg Utd Zi V2 50 
Melbourne's position going into | Altona East Phoenix 2114 29 
this round they needed three | Langwarrin DA 30 


points and not one. Kingston City 21 34 
Chris Konstas scored for the | Richmond ZA 32 
home side Kingston, while Orel Dandenong Thunder oe 42 
Haran replied in the second half Western Suburbs OF 28 


for the visitiors. 
Kingston can celebrate being Pt Melbourne Sharks 21 20 
Brunswick City Z1 21 


officially crowned champions 
Westvale 21 15 


and can now begin their plan- 
ning for an assualt on the Federico Riera at the Sunshine more than likely be playing their 
Georgies in the reserves this boy home games at a ground other 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


ONWaAaO FA A32 oO 
m_ 


NYU WADOANDDOD WI 


—s 


WO Ww 
at 
a be) 


Greg Kilner is seen here being chaired off by team-mates 
after possibly playing his last match in a 4-0 defeat over 
Westvale oer the weekend. Greg scored 101 goals in 237 
games over a ten year period for Langwarrin. 


Shop 1/48 McCrae Street Dandenong 3175 
Tel: 9794 5860 Fax: 9795 5950 
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VODAFONE STATE LEAGUES 


State League 2 North West State League 3 North West 
Darebin Utd 1 (T Poulentzas) Laverton Park 5 (P Tawaf 3 L Elgueta J Marambio) 
Sydenham Park 1 (S Stojanovski) Altona City 1 (C Cullen) 
Western Eagles 3 (C Lardizzone D Murdaca N Simovski) Albion Rovers 1 (R Osman) 
Lalor 0 Werribee City 3 (V lerardo 2 M Collins) 
Ballarat 1 (S Romein) Sunbury Utd 1 (A Muscat) 
Corio 2 (S Ginovski D Nelson) Maribyrnong Greens 3 (D Borkovic M Medugorac A Redzepovic) 


Banyule City 2 (W Sismanis 2) Pascoe Vale 1 () 
Westgate 0 Yarraville Glory 2 (G ledom W Yusuf) 
Williamstown 1 (B Pajic) Moreland City 2 (J Cavoli R Marcen) 
Keilor Park 2 (N Miloshis M Nikolic) Lalor Utd 4 (F Tijani 2 V Rickovski M Talevski) 
Nth Geelong Warriors 1 (M Trupkovic) Geelong 3 (R Georgieski 2 Z Ristevski) 
Nth Sunshine Eagles 1 (G Hanna) Thomastown Devils 1 (A Giuliano) 


PWODL F APT PWODL F APT 
Nth Geelong Warriors 2214 4 4 52 2846 Maribyrnong Greens 2216 2 4 57 2850 
Thomastown Devils 2212 6 4 42 2342 Altona City 2214 5 3 48 1947 
Lalor Utd 2213 2 7 45 27 41 Sydenham Park 2212 6 4 46 28 42 
Keilor Park 2212 3 7 40 2739 Werribee City 2212 5 5 63 2541 
Pascoe Vale 2211 6 5 37 2739 Corio 2212 4 6 52 3840 
Williamstown 22 76 9 35 37 27 Lalor 22 949 43 3931 
Yarraville Glory 22 6 610 28 37 24 Sunbury Utd 22 8 6 8 38 3330 
Westgate 22 7 213 32 43 23 Western Eagles 22 8 6 8 37 3730 
Moreland City 22 6 511 23 3623 Albion Rovers 22 6 115 40 5619 
Banyule City 22 6511 20 41 23 Ballarat 22 4 513 29 4917 
Geelong 22 6 412 35 48 22 Laverton Park 22 4 414 29 56 16 
Nth Sunshine Eagles 22 5 512 23 3820 Darebin Utd 22 2 218 19 93 8 


State League 2 South East State League 3 South East 


South Springvale 2 (M Kustura C Palatsides) Diamond Valley Utd 1 (A Kavanagh) 
Doncaster Rovers 1 (O Ozdunzenciler) Springvale W.E. 2 (M Petrevski M Tidd) 
Chelsea 1 (S Matic) Stonnington City 2 (D Vernon G Vernon) 

Eastern Lions 4 (D Jandu 2 C Hoodless M O'Connell) Fitzroy City 1 () 


Clifton Hill Utd 1 (C Pope) Cranbourne Comets 1 (M Demirkol) 
Morwell Pegasus 2 (F Albanese A Van Vliet) Dingley City 2 (T Boi M Pizzirusso) 


Nunawading City 5 (J Burnell D Cooper D Kelly K Kennedy M Talevski) Frankston Strikers 1 (C Wright) 
Clayton 2 (S Kramar M Tartaglia) Mooroolbark 1 (Y Christoforou) 
Waverley Wanderers 1 (A Apostolopoulos) Monbulk 0 
Doveton 1 (B Botha) Heatherton Utd 6 (A Kablar 2 M Puric 2 J Pekmezovic A Ramchander) 
Endeavour Utd 2 (M ASHNA G Santos) Sandringham City 1 (J Clapham) 


PWODL F APT 


PWODL F APT Waverley Wanderers 2214 4 4 42 23 46 
Springvale W.E. 2214 4 4 50 2546 Clayton 2213 45 34 2543 
Cranbourne Comets 2212 5 5 43 2541 Mooroolbark 2212 6 4 43 2042 
Doncaster Rovers 2212 2 8 41 31 38 Heatherton Utd 2212 2 8 48 2538 
South Springvale 22895 25 22 33 Nunawading City 2211 5 6 39 2338 
Chelsea _ 22 8 6 8 41 3430 Endeavour Utd 22 87 7 30 3331 
Eastern Lions 22787 25 3329 North Caulfield 21 7 410 18 3625 
Diamond Valley Utd 22 7 6 9 38 3927 Sandringham City 22 6 610 30 3224 
Dingley City 22769 32 3527 Monbulk 22 6 511 20 3323 
Clifton Hill Utd 227 69 33 3927 Frankston Strikers 22 6 412 26 5122 
Stonnington City 2259 8 25 3024 Croydon City Arrows 21 4 512 22 3217 
Morwell Pegasus 22 6 511 18 2823 Doveton 22 4414 28 4716 
Fitzroy City 22 4 414 28 5816 
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WOMENS PREMIER LEAGUE 


(Zax 


FEDERATION 
VICTORIA 


Box Hill Inter advanced to their second Women's 
Premier League Grand Final in successive seasons 
with a clinical 3-1 victory over Keilor Park in their 
Preliminary Final on Sunday. 


They will seek to defend their title against 
Cranbourne Comets at Olympic Park this Sunday in 
a replay of last season's decider. 


Keilor Park were always the underdogs going into 
this match, having met Box Hill on three previous 
occasions this season and conceding a combined 
total of twelve goals without once breaching the Inter 
defence. 


Inter, fresh from a semi-final defeat to the Comets the 
previous week, were keen to atone for that perform- 
ance, beginning the game with fierce tackling and 
plenty of run. 


Katrina Smith opened the scoring for Box Hill on 10 
minutes, her shot after a piercing run ricocheting for- 
tuitously back into her path and allowing her a sec- 
ond opportunity to smash the ball past Keilor's 
Natalie Kalow. 


The goal seemed to knock the edge off Inter's nerves 
and they gradually took control of the midfield, 
whilst their defence put the shackles on whatever 
attacking combinations Keilor Park threw at them. 


Keilor came close to equalising midway through the 
first half when Burcu Alpozgen's in-swinging corner 
deceived Inter goalkeeper Melissa Barbeiri and hit 
the front post. 


With only 5 minutes to half time, Inter made it 2-0 
when Amanda Lawless took control of a throw-in at 
the edge of the penalty area, played a superb one-two 
with Ashlee McMillan, and drilled a left-foot shot 
inside Kalow's near-post. 


Then, in the shadows of the interval, Inter striker 
Belinda Pacella chased down a long ball, putting 
enough pressure on the Keilor defence to cause a 
spill in the six-yard box which she was able to bun- 
dle over the line for Box Hill's third. 


The late goal clearly demoralised Keilor as it barely 
raised a whimper in a second half dominated by Box 
Hill. 


Inter should have added a fourth within the first 10 
minutes of the half - McMillan twice missing to the 


FINALS SERIES WRAP 


left, Pacella off-target from close-range, and Mary 
Kirpis spraying a shot wide after Chiara Romano's 
cutback left the goal at her mercy. 


Late in the half, Georgia Koutrouvelis's run took her 
past several defenders but she couldn't direct her left- 
foot shot on goal. 


Deep in stoppage time Keilor Park found their conso- 
lation goal, thanks to a calamitous mix up between 
Barbieri and sweeper Daniela Digiammarco. 


Chasing back a regulation long-ball, the Inter players 
had a communication breakdown, Digiammarco 
heading the ball over her advancing goalkeeper and 
into the unguarded net. 


It was a rare lowlight in an authoritative performance 
by Inter, and could not take the shine off another big 
win which underlined the gulf between the competi- 
tion's second and third placed regular season teams. 


By George Egonidis 


Preliminary Final 
Box Hill vs Keilor Park 
(Winner to Grand Final / Loser eliminated) 


3-1 


Cranbosuie 
= \ aé 
ee Ties 
—< Sactex Club 


Cranbourne 
Comets 
vs 


Box Hill Inter 


Sunday 18 September 
KO 3:00pm, 
Olympic Park 


Chiara Romano (Box 
Hill) tackles her Keilor 
Park opponent. 


Womens Vodafone Premier League Seniors CAMILLERI, 
Finals Series MELANIE 23 
GIBNEY, 


ANNABELLE 18 


LAMB, RACHEL 16 


PFEIFFER, 
CHRISTINE 16 
AVRAM, EVGENIA 
13 
FINAL STANDINGS 
Pp Ww D L F A PT 
Cranbourne Comets 22 20 1 1 81 15 61 Netigest 
Box Hill Inter 22 20 1 1 70 14 61 
Keilor Park 22 15 2 5 64 24 A7 
Ashburton 2243 2: F FO 4s a4 PACELLA, 
Brimbank 22 12 2 8 45 34 38 BELINDA 13 
Bendigo Vipers 22 9 4 9 46 29 31 SMEDHOLEN, 
Heidelberg United 22 9 2 1 36 42 29 TONJE 13 
South Melbourne 22 7 5 10 46 53 26 
Eltham North 22 5 5 12 34 52 20 : . MAZA. JAMARA 
Eastern Lions 22 4 3 45 16 G4 15 [ae peste See Mbt became Zo cen = WME Oo aa a ‘49 
‘int eels ss fic We is — Lucy Balta (Keilor Park) controls the ball. 
nl. elpourne . . is : 
Ballarat & District 22 0 4 24 9 39 4 Katrina Smith (Box Hill) is ready to pounce MCEVOY, 
on a mistake. CAROLINE 12 
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VODAFONE PROVISIONAL LEAGUES 


Provisional League 1 North West Provisional League 2 North West 
Preston South 2 (M Bonicelli A Taseski) Whittlesea Utd 1 (S Torun) 
North City Lions 6 (T Dalikouras 3 J Barrientos J Dagaris J Marrama) Brimbank 
City 1 (| Huremovic) 
Collingwood City 2 (R Serapiglia O Tuncer) West Preston 3 (D Ortalizio 2 C 
Kandi) 
Melton 2 (R Antczak OG) South Yarra 2 (J O'Reilly 2) 
Uni. Of Melb Blues 1 (M Marques) Northern Utd 1 (C Dickson) 
Melbourne City 1 (G Silva) Plenty Valley Lions 2 (B Petrovski 2) 


Provisional League 3 North West 


Mill Park 0 Glenroy 3 (S Bebic D Dorinko A Kranjinovic) 
Avondale Heights 1 (T Surace) Melbourne University 2 (T Iseli P King) 
Moreland Utd 1 (J Odisho) Elwood City 0 
Broadmeadows Utd 2 (M Buyuk A Yilmaz) La Trobe University 6 (P Umina 2 P 
Devvono A Maiorana D Mitric W Randla) 
Brimbank 2 (A Giordano D Meddis) Hume Utd 3 (D Robertson M Sahin T 
Sumbul) 
Geelong Rangers 3 (D Barron 2 S Begg) Hoppers Crossing 1 (J Vella) 
P 


Keon Park 3 (P Hegedus 2 P Tsangas) Hallam 2 (R De Melo S Santos) 
Ascot Vale 1 (M Torres) Youth Utd 2 (R Isaac A Yazici) 
Epping City 2 (D De Propertis J Marando) Watsonia Heights 4 (B Stevens 2 D 
Delany E Wu) 
Meadow Park 3 (J Criscione B London D Nolan) Reservoir Utd 2 (S L 
Aachouch D Magro) 
Melbourne Tornado 0 Northern Falcons 0 


WDL F APT PWODL F APT PWODL F APT 
Geelong Rangers 2215 2 5 54 2547 Plenty Valley Lions 2216 1 5 44 2049 Melbourne Tornado 2216 1 5 48 2049 
La Trobe University 2214 5 3 50 2947 Melbourne City 2215 2 5 52 3247 Northern Falcons 2214 6 2 47 1648 
Hume Utd 2213 5 4 54 3444 North City Lions 2214 3 5 49 2245 Epping City 2213 6 3 44 2245 
Brimbank 2212 4 6 48 3340 West Preston 2212 3 7 57 3539 Youth Utd 2212 4 6 45 2840 
Glenroy 2210 5 7 32 2935 South Yarra 2210 3 9 38 2533 Watsonia Heights 22949 41 3531 
Avondale Heights 2211 110 47 4334 Brimbank City 22 9 310 39 65 30 Bell Park 21 8 5 8 39 3529 
Hoppers Crossing 22 9 310 37 3930 Northern Utd 22 7 411 30 41 25 Meadow Park 22 9 211 38 4329 
Mill Park 22 8 410 32 4228 Collingwood City 22 6 610 28 38 24 Hallam 22 8 311 32 4827 
Melbourne University 22 7411 32 4125 Whittlesea Utd 22 7 213 34 4023 Ascot Vale 22 7 411 33 4125 
Elwood City 22 5 413 25 3219 Uni. Of Melb Blues 22 6 511 29 37 23 Keon Park 22 5 512 21 5820 
Broadmeadows Utd 22 4 414 25 5216 Melton 22 6 313 25 46 21 Reservoir Utd 22 4 513 36 4717 
Moreland Utd 22 3.118 27 6410 Preston South 22 6 115 39 6319 Thornbury Utd 21 2 316 16 47 9 


Provisional League 1 South East Provisional League 2 South East Provisional League 3 South East 


Springvale City 1 (E Rodriguez) Templestowe Eagles 3 (M De Filippo M Gulino Ringwood City 2 (J Van Gulik D Wamawungo) Old Melburnians 0 Old Camberwell Gramm 1 (E D'Intinosante) Caulfield Utd 2 (P Antonoulis G 


D Marino) Mitcham Utd 2 (J Spittle B Stevens) Noble Park 0 Varsamis) 
Noble Park Utd 2 (Z Vukas 2) Warragul Utd 1 (P Mccluskey) Dandenong Warriors 1 (S Peterson) Beaumaris 4 (M Cameron 2 P Allendes M Berwick Kings 3 (Z Kecojevic G Mrdic G Zoric) Mornington 3 (N Wood 2 B 
Keysborough 0 Southern Suburbs 3 (R Nicovski 2 A Anagnostopoulos) Le Feuvre) Hornblow) 
Berwick City 4 (M Elvin S Mur D Nastevski A Saunders) Seaford Utd 1 (C Daly) | Lyndale Utd 2 (B Aitken 2) Old Xaverians 5 (G Bramante 2 N Cunningham A De Boroondara Lions 1 (A Hopkins) Scotch Old Boys 3 (L Baranyay D Fielding N 
Carrum Utd 4 (C Espinoza 2 M Cordoma L Johann) Rowville Eagles 2 (P Luca A Vittadello) Jewitt) 


Maghiar D Pop) White Star Dandenong 1 (P Ochnia) Brandon Park 3 () Eltham North 4 (A Mcnaughton C Melville M Oehme H Schnaak) Endeavour 


Monash University 1 (A Patterson) Riversdale 1 (N Dragojevic) 


PWODL 
Berwick City 2219 0 3 
Templestowe Eagles 2215 3 4 
Noble Park Utd 221237 
Warragul Utd 22115 6 


Southern Suburbs 


Springvale City 2210 3 9 
Riversdale 22 9 310 
Carrum Utd 22 8 212 
Rowville Eagles 22 6 610 
Monash University 22 5 611 
Seaford Utd 22 4 315 
Keysborough 22 3 217 


22967 41 2833 


Brandon Park 


F APT White Star Dandenong 

55 1857 Lyndale Utd 

62 28 48 Mitcham Utd 

38 31 39 Ashburton 

33 25 38 Old Melburnians 
Beaumaris 

44 35 33 Noble Park 

35 38 30 Old Xaverians 

47 44 26 Old Trinity Grammar 

36 52 24 Ringwood City 

28 42 21 Dandenong Warriors 

19 5515 

16 58 11 


PWODL F APT 
2213 5 4 49 2044 
2211 6 5 65 4439 
2212 2 8 48 44 38 
2299 4 42 2536 
2110 5 6 49 3335 


Berwick Kings 
Scotch Old Boys 


Hills 2 (P Kisnorbo 2) 


Dandenong City 0 Dandenong Sparrows 1 (J Adele) 


PWODL F APT 
2016 1 3 79 3149 
2014 3 3 52 1945 


2210 210 56 61 32 Caulfield Utd 2013 3 4 51 2342 
22 610 6 45 47 28 Mornington 2011 5 4 29 18 38 
22 7 510 45 49 26 Boroondara Lions 20 9 5 6 61 2832 
22 7 411 49 5625 Old Camberwell Gramm 20 9 4 7 38 2831 
21669 33 3224 Dandenong City 20 8 111 33 4625 
22 6 610 23 35 24 Dandenong Sparrows 20 5 510 26 41 20 
22 3 217 29 8711 Eltham North 20 5 213 24 5417 

Endeavour Hills 20 2117 25 897 

Old Carey 20 0 614 23 64 6 


BAYSIDE LEAGUE WRAP 


This is a thank you to all participants at the 
James Verlander Charity Shield. The day 
was a great success with a great turnout, 
congratulations goes to all teams that played 
on the day. It meant a great deal to our club 
that we could put on such a day to commem- 
orate James and also to help raise funds for 
another little boy Liam. 


It’s good to see that something we enjoy doing 
on our weekends can be done in such a way 
that we can give something to children who 
need our support. Personally I enjoyed this day 
more than any other game and was very 
touched by the Verlander family and I thank 
them for their support on the day. 


To young Liam, keep up the fight, as you can 
see you have many people cheering you on and 
supporting you. Remember our league was 
based as a social league so every club should 
endeavour to make this day every year special 
because every individual can make a differ- 
ence. Thank you to all involved on the day. 


Chris Riley President Boronia Soccer Club. 


A big thank you for a great turn out on the 
charity shield day. 


Thanks to Chelsea Old Boys, Pines Condors 
Old Boys, Croydon, Knox, Hampton Park and 
Boronia for providing the players to play in the 
3 matches. Games all played in great spirit. 


Boronia provided a great venue and an army of 
volunteers to make this a special day for all 
who attended, especially for the parents of 
James Verlander who the charity shield was 
named after. This day was also dedicated to 
young Liam Holland who was in attendance 
with his parents, Liam has a battle he is cur- 


* Over 20 years experience 


rently going through with illness and is an 
inspiration to all who meet him with his posi- 
tive attitude. Our thoughts are with you Liam. 


It rained a bit but this didna€™t damper the 
crowda€™s enthusiasm in any way. To all who 


donated or attended thank you for your efforts. 


Every person who attended or assisted 
deserves a mention but there are 2 very special 
mentions needed 


Marie from Boronia, I am sure all who meet 
this special lady will agree, she is an angel and 
has the warmest of hearts, well done Marie. 
Anyone who meets this lady will fall in love. 


To James Verlandera€™s parents for allowing 
us to dedicate this day to a special little boy, 
there is a little piece of James in all our hearts 
and will be forever. To be a part of this special 
day with tears, smiles and laughter was an 
enormous effort and we all thank you for shar- 


* Servicing all of Victoria 


SECURITY CONCEPTS 


* Alarm systems from $99 


ing it with us. 


This shield will be contested at the start of the 
next season again and we all can build on the 
great efforts of Boronia in staging a truly mem- 
orable day. 


Wayne Brown Bayside League Vice 
President & the Hampton Park United official 
superhero! 


And It Was A Special Day... 


It seemed nothing was going to dampen the 
sprits of those who attended the Charity Day. 
Exception if you played for Croydon Ranges 
who lost the playoff match! Boronia Knights 
and the community put on a brilliant day. And 
even when the weather started to turn for the 
worst, many still persisted in the conditions to 
show their support for young Cancer patient 
Liam, as well as enjoying a football feast that 
included the James Verlander Memorial Shield 
between Hampton Park United & Boronia 
Knights. 


Hampton Park United 3 - 0 Boronia Knights 
Pines Condors 3 - 1 Chelsea 

Knox City 2 - 1 Croydon Ranges (Reserve 
Championship Playoffs) 


Finally, The Leagues Has Been Resolved 


Knox City clinched the Reserves league title in 
a match that went down to the wire and includ- 
ed three send offs and three goals. After agonis- 
ingly coming close to scoring in the first half, 
Croydon Ranges fell two goals behind in the 
second and where reduced to nine men. Yet 
they fought back hard and their efforts where 
rewarded with a penalty, along with Knox 
reduced to ten, that brought this game to an 


1300 721 446 


amazing climax. And whilst it was nail biting 
all the way to the end with Croydon throwing 
everything they have, it was Knox City that 
won the match and the league championship 
along with it. 


The Ist Division runners up position was dis- 

appointingly decided without a ball kicked in 
anger as Cerberus won the right to participate 
in the Premier League when they where gifted 
a walkover against Montrose Rodpacs. 
Langwarrin at this stage had no chance of over 
taking Cerberus for second. Peinisula was 
already crowded champions. 


And what a turn of events in the Division 2. 
Peininsula B look set to win the title yet incred- 
ibly AC Milangy - who had only pride to play 
for - held Peninsula to a 1 a€“ 1 draw. This 
along with Montrose Old Boys narrow win 3 - 
2over Mornington Glory gave Montrose their 
second division 2 title since joining the league. 
What a way to finish of the season. 


This Weekend : Round of 16 Cup Fixtures 
Winners Enter Sands Hotel Cup, Losing team 
enter Trophy-Wise Cup 


Rosebud "B" v Boronia Knights, 
Hampton Park "A" v Croydon "A", 
Pines Condors "A" v Mornington Glory, 
Chelsea Young Guns v Cerberus (Navy), 
Boronia Barons v Frankston Outlaws, 
Westernport "A" v Rosebud "A", 
Langwarrin "A" v Croydon Ranges "B", 
Brighton Old Boys v Peninsula "A" 


By Steven Gray 


* Specialising in 
digital surveillance and 


electronic security 
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Spain: Getafe and Bilbao shared a point 
each in their game sending them both near 
the top of the table. Barca got their first 
win under their belt thanks to an Eto’o 
brace. 


Getafe — Athletic Bilbao 1-1 


These two sides share 3rd and 4th place in 
the table after a goal each in the first half 
was enough to share the points. Daniel 
Giiiza put the home side ahead in the 26th 
minute but the sides were level at half time 
thanks to Javier Casas. The scoreline was 
unchanged throughout the second half so 
both sides now sit on 4 points. 


Barcelona — Real Mallorca 2-0 


Barga only needed the first 45 minutes of 
this game to ensure their first win of the 
season as Samuel Eto’o bagged himself a 
pair of goals. They came only 6 minutes 
apart, in the 26th and 32nd, but the shock 
was enough to see off the Balearic side. 


Villarreal — Sevilla 1-1 


A goal in each half saw these sides take 
away a point each. Correia put the visitors 
ahead just before half time and it looked 
like it could be the winning goal until the 
74th minute when Luciano Figueroa 
equalised for Villarreal to give them their 
first point of the campaign. 


Zaragoza — Valencia 2-2 


Valencia made hard work of their trip to 
Zaragoza by losing a 1-0 lead then coming 
from a goal down to earn a point. Miguel 
Angulo had the visitors in the lead after 
just 2 minutes, but the lead didn’t last long 
as Ewerthon drew Zaragoza level in the 
7th then Ruben Cani went on to put the 
home side ahead just before the half hour 
mark. David Villa Sanchez left it late on to 
score an equalising goal for Valencia as it 
didn’t come until the 81st minute, but it 
was enough to earn the side a point. 


Real Sociedad — Alaves 2-1 


Jose Bakero stole the show in the first half 
for Sociedad as he had his side 2-0 up by 
half time. His first strike came in the 10th 
minute from the penalty spot and the sec- 
ond came just after the half hour. Enrique 
De Lucas left it too late to pull one back in 
the 90th minute as it left nothing to spare 
for an equaliser. 


Malaga — Espanyol 1-2 


La Rosaleda saw a disappointing Malaga 
side perform against an equally under- 
achieving Espanyol team. The visitors had 
first blood just before half time when 
Pablo Zabaleta scored, then Luis Garcia 
doubled the lead in the 63rd minute. An 
89th minute Gerardo Garcia penalty was- 
n’t enough to spur Malaga on to another 
goal, allowing Espanyol to leave with all 
three points. 


Italy: After 2 games, Juventus and 


*Non stop sports viewing 


EUROPEAN ROUND-UP 


Udinese continue their perfect record and 
remain on top. In the late match, Cagliari 
and Lazio draw 1-1. 


Cagliari — Lazio 1-1 


It took Cagliari just 35 seconds to open the 
scoring off a goal by Suazo. Siviglia 
quickly responded for Lazio 13 minutes. 
At the 78th minute Cagliari was reduced 
to 10 men after Lopez tackled Pandev 
from behind. With the draw Cagliari get 
their first point of the season, while Lazio 
continue to remain unbeaten. 


Empoli — Juventus 0-4 


Reigning Italian champions Juventus 
made easy work of newly promoted 
Empoli. The match was decided early as 
Trezeguet, Veira and Camoranesi scored 
within the first 16 minutes of the first half. 
More of the same in the second half. At the 
59th minute Trezeguet scored his second 
of the day and his 99th career goal as a 
Juventino. 


A.S. Roma — Udinese 0-1 


A disappointing outing for Roma who, 
despite controlling the match, were unable 
to convert on their chances. Cassano once 
again started from the Roma bench as a 
result of the on going contract issues with 
the club. The match marked the first time 
Roma coach Spalletti faced off against his 
old team. Ghanaian international Muntari 
scored the winner for the visitors against 
the run of play at the 32nd minute. With 
this victory, the Friulans remain at pace 
with Juventus atop the standings. 


Messina — Fiorentina 2-2 


Italian national team striker Toni contin- 
ues his impressive play and opened the 
scoring for Fiorentina in the 9th minute. 
The visitors doubled their lead after 
Bojinov scored at the 41st minute. 
Fiorentina’s missed opportunities inspired 
Messina to mount a comeback. Di Napoli 
scored for the home side at the 57th 
minute, and Zoro Kpolo tied the match 4 
minutes later sending the home fans in a 
frenzy. 


Netherlands: AZ Alkmaar continue to 
impress in the Dutch Eredivisie. This time, 
Louis van Gaal's side easily crushed RBC 
Roosendaal at home. Feyenoord and RKC 
Waalwijk also maintained their perfect 
record, 


RKC Waalwijk - Roda JC 2-0 


As usual, the first match of the weekend 
was on Friday, with RKC beating Roda JC 
2-0. Rick Hoogendorp opened the score 
after 27 minutes, and a second goal was 
added by Rogier Molhoek in the 75th. 


AZ Alkmaar - RBC Roosendaal 7-0 
Only one goal was scored in the first half 


of this match, with the Georgian striker 
Shota Arveladze breaking the deadlock in 


*Open 9am til late, 7 days per week 
*Sportsbet / TAB / Bar 


*Snack menu ‘til late 


*Tues - Trivia 


*Wed - $4.00 spirits, 8 til 12 


*Thurs - $3.50 schooners 8 ‘til 12 
*Fri - DJ, 2 for 1 deal 10pm ‘til 2am 


The place for entertainment 


289 Springvale Road Glen Waverley 3150 
T: 9560 4300 F: 9560 4600 


the 29th minute. 


In the second half however, the home fans 
were in for a real treat as six more goals 
were scored to set the final score to an 
impressive 7-0. Kenneth Perez (52), 
Danny Landzaat (Penalty, 63), Arveladze 
(68), Landzaat (73), Stein Huysegems (76) 
and again Arveladze (90) humiliated their 
opponents and allowed their side to main- 
tain their lead in the league. 


PSV Eindhoven - Utrecht 1-0 


Reigning champions PSV Eindhoven only 
needed one goal to earn three points, at 
home against FC Utrecht. The goal came 
four minutes into the second half, and was 
scored by new signing Arouna Koné. 


Willem II - Ajax 0-2 


Ajax travelled to Tilburg, where they 
defeated Willem II 0-2 with goals from the 
Czech Tomas Galasek in the 34th minute, 
and the Greek striker Angelos Charisteas 
in the 86th. The side from Amsterdam 
spent the last half hour with just ten play- 
ers, following a red card for Zdenek 
Grygera on the hour mark. 


Heerenveen - Heracles Almelo 1-2 


Newly promoted Heracles are still unbeat- 
en and achieved their third victory of the 
season, away to SC Heerenveen. Heracles 
opened the score through Kwame 
Quansah in the 48th minute, but Klaas Jan 
Huntelaar levelled from the penalty spot in 
the 80th. 


In stoppage time however, Gert Jan 
Tamerus restored Almelo's lead, to earn 
his side three valuable points. 


Feyenoord - NEC Nijmegen 3-0 


Feyenoord had a relatively easy win over 
NEC, at De Kuip stadium on Sunday. The 
opening goal came from Salomon Kalou 
in the 36th minute, and Sebastian Pardo 
doubled the lead in the 72nd. Winger 
Romeo Castelen netted the third and last 
goal in injury time. 


Germany: Hertha BSC defeated VfL 
Wolfsburg in the Bundesliga on Sunday, 
while Borussia Dortmund got their first 
win of the season, at home against 
Cologne. 


Hertha BSC - Wolfsburg 3-0 


It took the Berlin based side until the 70th 
minute to break the deadlock through Arne 
Friedrich. Marko Pantelic doubled the 
lead five minutes later, and a third goal 
was added by Gilberto in stoppage time. 


Borussia Dortmund - Cologne 2-1 


Borussia finally managed to achieve a vic- 
tory in this year's edition of the German 
league. Lars Ricken was responsible for 
both goals, converting a penalty in the 
25th minute and netting a second in the 


73rd. Newly promoted Cologne got an 
injury time consolation goal through 
Matthias Scherz. 


England: Chelsea and Charlton carried on 
their blazing start to the season by bagging 
another victory each while Man United let 
their record slip as they were held at home 
by Man City. 


Chelsea — Sunderland 2-0 


Chelsea managed to keep their 100% start 
to the season as they defeated the only side 
left in the league with a 0% record. The 
first goal came midway in the second half 
from a rare source as Geremi fired home 
from long range in the 54th minute. 
Chelsea’s lead was doubled in the 82nd 
minute from a not-so-rare source in Didier 
Drogba, who calmly headed home at the 
far post after a Damien Duff cross. 


Manchester United — Manchester City 
1-1 


The first Manchester derby of the season 
was a timid affair by previous standards, 
with referee Steve Bennett only taking 
five names for his book. Ruud van 
Nistelrooy scored for United just on half 
time, despite he and Park Ji-Sung having 
good chances earlier on. 


City were pulled level with less than 15 
minutes remaining, however, as Joey 
Barton scored with a vital touch on the end 
of a Darius Vassell shot. Former United 
man Andy Cole almost gave City the 
points in the closing seconds, but Edwin 
van der Sar pulled off a glorious save to 
deny the striker. 


Tottenham Hotspur — Liverpool 0-0 


Neither side had much to take away from 
this match except unlucky chances and 
disallowed goals. Gregor Raziak and Peter 
Crouch both had their headed attempts 
disallowed as the wall was deemed to have 
gone out of play before reaching the play- 
ers. Raziak also had a header bounce off 
the topside of the bar and John Ame Riise 
saw his thunderous 20-yard volley do the 
same. Besides the chances that weren’t to 
be, however, neither side could break the 
deadlock and leave White Hart Lane with 
a point each. 


Everton — Portsmouth 0-1 


Everton condemned themselves to the rel- 
egation zone and allowed Portsmouth to 
move up towards the middle of the table as 
Duncan Ferguson scored the only goal of 
the game in the 60th minute — in his own 
net. The result leaves the Toffee’s with 
only 3 points from 4 games. 


LIVE PREMIER LEAGUE GAMES 


SHOWING THIS MONTH 


SEP 11 - M’borough v Arsenal 2.15am 

SEP 17 - Fulham v West Ham 11.55pm 
SEP 18 - Liverpool v Man Utd 8.55pm 

SEP 18 - Blackburn v Newcastle 10.55pm 
SEP 24 - Birmingham v Liverpool 9.40pm 


SEP 24 - Newcastle v Man City 11.55pm 
SEP 10 - Man Utd v Man City 10.00pm 


Belgium Jupiler League 


AA Gent Racing Genk 2 - 0 
Charleroi Roeselare 1 - 1 
Anderlecht Excelsior M 3 - 1 
Westerlo FC Brussels 3 - 0 
Zulte-Waregem G.B.A. 2 - 1 
Club Brugge Sint-Truiden 2 - 1 
La Louviere Cercle 0 - 0 
Standard Beveren 1 - 3 


PWD L F A Pts 


1. Anderlecht 541017-513 
2. Standard 540111-712 
3. Club Brugge §3207-311 
4. Westerlo 53117-210 
5. Zulte-Waregem 531110-610 
6. Charleroi 52306-39 
7. Roeselare 52126-37 
8. AA Gent 52126-67 
9. Lokeren 42114-57 
10. Beveren 52037-66 
11. Sint-Truiden 52033-56 
12. FC Brussels 5§1225-75 
13. Racing Genk 50415-74 
14. Lierse SK 41124-84 
15. GBA. 51044-93 
16. Excelsior M 51042-83 
17. La Louviere 50323-103 
18. Cercle 50142-91 
Italy Serie A 
Milan Siena 3 - 1 
Palermo Inter Milan 3 - 2 
Cagliari Lazio 1 - 1 
Chievo Parma 1 - 0 
Empoli Juventus 0 - 4 
Lecce Ascoli 0 - 0 
Messina Fiorentina 2 - 2 
Roma Udinese 0 - 1 
Sampdoria Reggina 3 - 2 
Treviso Livorno 0 - 1 
PWODL F A Pts 
1. Juventus 22005-06 
2. Livorno 22003-16 
3. Udinese 22002-06 
4. Milan 21104-24 
5. Fiorentina 21104-34 
6. Palermo 21104-34 
7. Lazio 21102-14 
8. Inter Milan 21015-33 
9. Roma 21013-13 
10. Sampdoria 21014-43 
11. Chievo 21011-13 
12. Siena 21013-43 
13. Ascoli 20201-12 
14. Cagliari 20112-31 
15. Messina 20112-31 
16. Lecce 201417224 
17. Parma 20111-21 
18. Reggina 20022-60 
19. Treviso 20020-40 
20. Empoli 20020-50 


Spain Primera Liga 


Betis Osasuna 1 - 0 
Deportivo Atletico 1 - 0 
Real Madrid Celta 2 - 3 
Villarreal Sevilla 1 - 1 
Zaragoza Valencia 2 - 2 


WORLD F@® TBALL 


Scotland Premier League 


Celtic Aberdeen 2 - 0 
Falkirk Rangers 1 - 1 
Hibernian Dundee United 2 - 1 
Inverness Motherwell 1 - 2 
Kilmarnock Dunfermline 3 - 2 
Livingston Hearts 1 - 4 


PWODL F A Pts 


1. Hearts 660019-418 
2. Celtic 6411 16-813 
3. Kilmarnock 641116-1013 
4. Hibernian 641111-613 
5. Rangers 631210-810 
6. Inverness 62227-68 
7. Aberdeen 62138-97 
8. Motherwell 621313-167 
9. Dundee United 61238-135 
10. Falkirk 61144-1114 
11. Dunfermline 60244-112 
12. Livingston 60152-161 


England Premier League 


Birmingham Charlton 0 - 1 
Chelsea Sunderland 2 - 0 
Everton Portsmouth 0 - 1 

Manchester U Manchester C 1 - 1 
Middlesbrough Arsenal 2 - 1 
Newcastle Fulham 1 - 1 
Tottenham Liverpool 0 - 0 
West Bromwich Wigan 1 - 2 
Bolton Blackburn 0 - 0 


PWODHL F A Pts 


1. Chelsea 550010-015 
2. Charlton 44008-1112 
3. Manchester C 53207-411 
4. Manchester U 43106-110 
5. Bolton 52216-48 
6. Tottenham §2214-28 
7. Middlesbrough 52125-67 
8. Arsenal 42027-46 
9. Wigan 42023-36 
10. Liverpool 31201-05 
11. Aston Villa 41214-45 
12. Blackburn §1223-55 
13. Fulham §1224-75 
14. West Ham 31114-34 
15. Portsmouth 51134-74 
16. Birmingham 51134-84 


17. West Bromwich 51135-104 


18. Everton 41031-43 
19. Newcastle 50231-72 
20. Sunderland 50052-90 


England Championship 


Burnley Cardiff 3 - 3 
Coventry Reading 1 - 1 
Crystal Palace Hull 2 - 0 

Leeds Brighton 3 - 3 

Leicester Sheffield W 2 - 0 
Luton Wolverhampton 1 - 1 

Millwall Preston 1 - 2 
Norwich Plymouth 2 - 0 
Sheffield U Ipswich 2 - 0 

Southampton Queens PR 1 - 1 

Stoke Watford 0 - 3 

Crewe Derby 1 - 1 


France Lique 1 


Ajaccio Nancy 1 - 0 
Lyon Monaco 2 - 1 
Metz Lille 0 - 2 
Nice Saint Etienne 0 - 1 
Paris SG Strasbourg 1 - 0 
Rennes Auxerre 3 - 1 
Toulouse Le Mans 0 - 2 


Troyes Nantes 1 - 0 
Lens Bordeaux 1 - 1 
Sochaux Marseille 0 - 1 


PWD L F A Pts 


1. Lyon 65109-316 
2. Paris SG 641110-413 
3. Lens 632112-411 
4. Le Mans 63218-211 
5. Bordeaux 63215-211 
6. Ajaccio 62407-410 
7. Saint Etienne 62404-110 
8. Lille 62317-59 
9. Troyes 62315-49 
10. Nantes 62226-48 
11. Nice 62227-68 
12. Monaco 62134-67 
13. Auxerre 62134-127 
14. Rennes 62046-176 
15. Sochaux 61232-45 
16. Marseille 61235-95 
17. Toulouse 61232-75 
18. Nancy 61057-63 
19. Strasbourg 60331-43 
20. Metz 60331-8383 


Germany 1. Bundesliga 


Nurnberg Bayern Munchen 1 - 2 
Hannover 96 Frankfurt 2 - 0 
Mainz 05 Hamburger SV 1 - 3 
Stuttgart Arminia Bielefeld 1 - 1 
Kaiserslautern Werder Bremen 1 - 5 


Monchengladbach MSV Duisburg 2 - 1 


Leverkusen Schalke 04 1 - 1 
Dortmund 1.FC Koln 2 - 1 
Hertha BSC Wolfsburg 3 - 0 


PWD L F A Pts 


1. Bayern Munchen 440013-312 
2. Werder Bremen 431013-410 
3. Hamburger SV 43109-210 
4. Schalke 04 42206-48 
5. Hertha BSC 42117-57 
6. Hannover 96 41306-46 
7. 1.FC Koln 42027-76 
8. Kaiserslautern 420210-126 
9. Dortmund 41216-65 
10. Wolfsburg 41215-75 
11. Monchenglad’ 41214-65 
12. Leverkusen 41128-94 
13. Arminia Bielefeld 41125-84 
14. Stuttgart 40315-63 
15. Frankfurt 41032-83 
16. MSV Duisburg 40226-92 
17. Nurnberg 40132-71 
18. Mainz 05 40041-80 


Netherlands Eredivisie 


RKC Roda JC 2-0 
AZ RBC 7-0 
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Brazil Serie A 


Cruzeiro/MG Fluminense/RJ 2 - 6 
Brasiliense/DF Atletico/MG 1 - 2 
Flamengo/RJ Internacional/RS 1 - 1 
Palmeiras/SP Coritiba/PR 1 - 1 
Sao Caetano/SP Paysandu/PA 1 - 2 
Fluminense/RJ Brasiliense/DF 3 - 0 
Goias/GO Cruzeiro/MG 1 - 0 
Santos/SP Flamengo/RJ 0 - 0 
Internacional/RS Figueirense/SC 3 - 0 
Parana/PR Palmeiras/SP 1 - 3 
Vasco/RJ Juventude/RS 5 - 2 
Corinthians/SP Atletico/PR 2 - 0 


PWD HL F A Pts 


1. Fluminense/RJ 25 13 6 6 47 - 30 45 
2. Santos/SP 25 12 85 50 - 36 44 
3. Internacional/RS 251357 43 - 32 44 
4. Goias/GO 25 13 5 7 34 - 27 44 
5. Corinthians/SP 25 13 4 8 52 - 46 43 
6. Palmeiras/SP 25 11 6 8 46 - 38 39 
7. Parana/PR 25 10 87 33 - 29 38 
8. Cruzeiro/MG 25 10 7 8 44 - 41 37 
9. Fortaleza/CE 24 11 3 10 36 - 35 36 


10. Juventude/RS 25 106 9 39 - 41 36 
11. Botafogo/RJ 24 10 4 10 36 - 39 34 
12. Ponte Preta/SP 24104 1035-39 34 
13. Coritiba/PR 2496 9 34 - 34 33 
14. Sao Caetano/SP 2595 11 33 - 37 32 
15. Atletico/PR 25 86 11 40 - 41 30 
16. Vasco/RJ 25 8 6 11 46 - 56 30 
17. Brasiliense/DF 257 8 10 34-4029 
18. Sao Paulo/SP 2477 10 38 - 38 28 
19. Flamengo/RJ 25 69 10 27 - 34 27 
20. Atletico/MG 24 7 4 13 32 - 36 25 
21. Figueirense/SC 255 8 12 32 - 43 23 
22. Paysandu/PA 25 5 5 15 35 - 54 20 


Croatia 1. HNL Ozujsko 


Medimurje Osijek 1 - 0 
Pula SC Kamen 1 - 2 
Cibalia Zagreb 1 - 1 
Rijeka Slaven 4 - 2 
Inter ZapreSic Varteks 1 - 2 
Dinamo Zagreb Hajduk 0 - 0 


PWD HL F A Pts 


1. Dinamo Zagreb 751118-2 16 
2. Varteks 750213-815 
3. Rijeka 742116-11 14 
4. Hajduk 732212-611 
5. Kamen 732210-811 
6. Zagreb 73229-711 
7. Osijek 73043-109 
8. Medimurje 72238-88 
9. Cibalia 72235-148 
10. Inter Zapresic 72145-117 
11. Pula SC 71246-115 
12. Slaven 70255-142 


Portugal Super Liga 


Guimaraes Sp.Braga 0 - 2 
Porto Rio Ave 3 - 0 
Sporting CP Benfica 2 - 1 
Academica Setubal 0 - 1 
Estrela Amadora Naval 2 - 1 
Boavista Pagos Ferreira 4 - 1 
Gil Vicente Nacional 0 - 1 
Uniao Leiria Maritimo 0 - 0 


Barcelona Mallorca 2 - 0 1. Sheffield U 7601 16-718 PSV FC Utrecht 1 - 0 PWODL F A Pts 
Sociedad Alaves 2 - 1 2. Reading 742114-414 NAC ADO den Haag 4 - 1 1. Porto 33007-29 
Getafe Athletic 1 - 1 3. Watford 742115-814 Feyenoord NEC 3 - 0 2. Sp.Braga 33004-09 
Malaga Espanyol 1 - 2 4. Luton 742111-714 FC Twente Vitesse 0 - 1 3. Sporting CP 33006-39 
Racing Cadiz 0 - 1 5. Southampton 73318-512 FC Groningen Sparta 0 - 1 4. Nacional 32104-27 
6. Wolverhampton 73319-712 5. Gil Vicente 32013-16 
PWD L F A Pts 7. Leeds 63219-611 PWD L F A Pts 6. Rio Ave 32015-46 
1. Celta 22005-26 8. Preston 732210-811 1. AZ 440017-112 7. Boavista 31205-25 
2. Deportivo 22002-06 9. Crystal Palace 63128-510 2. Feyenoord 440010-212 8. EstrelaAmadora 31113-34 
3. Athletic 21104-14 10. Derby 724110-810 3. RKC 44009-312 9. Setubal 31111-14 
4. Getafe 21103-14 11. Stoke 73138-1110 4. PSV 43107-210 10. Belenenses 21014-33 
5. Barcelona 21102-04 12. Ipswich 73136-1010 5. Heracles 43107-410 11. Naval 31025-53 
6. Valencia 21103-24 13. Hull 72325-59 6. Ajax 32015-26 12. Pagos Ferreira 31022-53 
7. Sevilla 21102-14 14. Leicester 723210-119 7. NAC 42025-46 13. Academica 30212-32 
8. Real Madrid 21014-43 15. Queens PR 72326-99 8. Sparta 42023-66 14. Maritimo 30121-31 
9. Cadiz 21012-23 16. Brighton 71428-107 9. SC Heerenveen 41128-94 15. Benfica 30121-41 
10. Osasuna 21012-23 17. Coventry 71427-97 10. NEC 41122-64 16. Uniao Leiria 30121-41 
11. Betis 21011-13 18. Crewe 71429-127 11. Vitesse 41124-94 17. Penafiel 20020-30 
12. Espanyol 21012-33 19. Norwich 71336-86 12. FC Groningen 41033-53 18. Guimaraes 30031-70 
13. Sociedad 21012-43 20. Burnley 712413-145 13. FC Twente 41033-53 7 
14. Zaragoza 20202-22 21. Cardiff 61239-125 14. ADO denHaag 31023-63 Quiz Answers 
15. Villarreal 20112-31 22. Plymouth 71155-124 15. Roda JC 41036-103 
16. Alaves 20111-21 23. Sheffield W 60332-63 16. FC Utrecht 40132-61 
17. Atletico 20110-11 24. Millwall 70164-141 17. Willem II 40132-61 1) Preston Lions. 6) lan Dobson and 
i: ae pe : i ; re 18. RBC 40131-111 2) Michael Curcija. Phil Stubbins. 
. Malaga 0 - ps 
20. Mallorca 20020-30 pce ; : Oye 
4) Victory’s Archie 8) Box Hill Inter. 
Thompson. 9) Nick Sabljak. 


PWODL F A Pts 


Willem II Ajax 0 - 2 
SC Heerenveen Heracles 1 - 2 


5) Oakleigh Cannons. 10) Rothmans Medal. 


LIVE A-LEAGUE GAMES 
SHOWING THIS MONTH 
SEP 16 - Sydney v Central Coast 8.00pm 
SEP 18 - Queensland v Melbourne 3.00pm 
SEP 18 - Newcastle v New Zealand 5.00pm 
SEP 22 - New Zealand v Perth 6.00pm 
SEP 23 - Queensland v Sydney 8.00pm 
SEP 25 - Melbourne v Newcastle 5.00pm 
SEP 30 - Central Coast v Melbourne 8.00pm 


The place for entertainment 


*Non stop sports viewing 
“Open Yam ‘til late, 7 days per week 
*Sportsbet / TAB / Bar 
*Snack menu ‘til late 


*Tues - Trivia 
*Wed - $4.00 spirits, 8 til 12 
*Thurs - $3.50 schooners 8 ‘til 12 


: : 289 Springvale Road Glen Waverley 3150 
*Fri - DJ, 2 for 1 deal 10pm ‘til 2am 


T: 9560 4300 F: 9560 4600 
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SiR GEOFFREY CLAEYS 


Despite the temptation of play- 
ing professional football in 
Europe, Geoffrey Claeys’ rela- 
tionship in Belgium with Andy 
Vlahos introduced him to a new 
challenge on the other side of 
the world. In the world of corpo- 
rate recruitment, Andy would 
have earned himself a_ hefty 
spotter's fee, but Victory officials 
and fans alike are delighted that 
alongside captain Kev, Geoffrey 
can help mentor one of the most 
exciting young squads ever 
assembled in the country. To 
prove his worth to Victory and 
the league, the former Belgian 
international has already been 
labelled as one of the best 
defenders in the country after 
just one match against an A- 
League opponent. John 
Bonacci caught up with the man 
Victory fans like to call Sir Geoff, 
and discussed football and life 
down under. 


How have you settled in 
Melbourne Geoffrey? 

It has been three months since 
I've been here. | have a nice 
apartment in Port Melbourne, 
the weather is starting to get bet- 
ter so that's good and the league 
has already started, so every- 
thing is going fine the moment. 


How are you coping with driv- 
ing on the left? 

| was struggling in the beginning 
a little bit, but now it's ok. 
Sometimes | really have to con- 
centrate because it's the first 
time in my life I've had to do it. 
When there are no marks on the 
street, | struggle. 


Have you taught the boys all 
the Belgian swear words yet? 
No, not yet. Archie and Andy 
know a few though. 


You have quickly become a 
crowd favourite, and your 
nickname is Sir Geoff. 

| read this on the website actual- 
ly. It's nice to have the fans 
behind you. It's very important 
for confidence as a player and 
I'm happy to be one of the 
favourites, a good feeling. 


You must have left some 
amazing football memories in 
Belgium. What would be your 
career highlight to date? 

| would say | have two. The first 
would be the goal | scored 
against Italy when | was 21 or 22 
years old, and then my time at 
Feyenoord. These are the high- 


lights of my career. The goal 
against Italy was in my first 
International, they were prepar- 
ing for the European champi- 
onships. It was fantastic, | 
played with champions like Enzo 
Scifo and it was a very nice 
experience. 


Who would you say has had 
the biggest impact on your 
career? 

Probably a coach from Belgium, 
George Leekans. | respect him 
really highly, he was a father fig- 
ure to me in Belgium when | was 
21 years old. He coached me in 
the National Team and coached 
me at Mouscron, which was the 
last team | played for in Belgium. 


Is there any one defender you 
would say you modelled your 
game on? 

Ronald Koeman. The calmness 
he had in his game was unbe- 
lievable. | shared a room with 
him for one year when | was at 
Feyenoord, but | don't really 


dream of all Australian players is 
to play overseas, but we have to 
make it the other way around. 
So far it's fantastic the set up we 
have here. 


When did you first hear of 
Melbourne Victory, because 
you must have had several 
offers from Europe? 

In Belgium | didn't have any 
offers. Throughout Europe | 
could have gone to Austria, 
Portugal and Ukraine, but my 
mind and my heart was already 
here. Andy Vlahos gave my 
name to Ernie Merrick and Gary 
Cole. After he signed a contract 
in January, he told me that he 
gave them my number because 
they were looking for a central 
defender. He said they would 
contact me, and | was deter- 
mined to come here. It was a 
very quick deal. 


Has the start of the A-League 


exceeded your expectations? 
Oh yes. | knew there was going 


Victory’s two European internationals Geoffrey Claeys and 
Richard Kitzbichler making themselves feel at home. 


have contact with him anymore 
since I've been here. He is now 
the coach of Benfica. He always 
stayed calm and he was an 
unbelievable player. If there is 
one player that | look up to, it's 
Ronald Koeman. 


How much did you know 
about Australia and Australian 
football before you got here? 
| knew it wasn't that famous. 
About Australia, it was always a 
dream for me to come here and 
live here. During my football 
career I've played with a few 
Australians, Stephen Laybutt, 
Dominic Longo, Joe Spiteri and | 
played against Paul Okon. The 


to be a big crowd but not like 
this. In the pre-season against 
Adelaide there was 4,800 peo- 
ple and it was a good atmos- 
phere, so if we can get a full 
house it will be amazing. We 
played alright in Sydney, and 
hopefully the people that saw it 
will be excited and will come to 
watch us. 


Have you built a strong rela- 
tionship with Richard 
Kitzbichler, being the two for- 
eigners in the squad? 

Richard and | do a lot of things 
together. We have lunch togeth- 
er regularly and we've been to 
the footy together to watch 


Geelong. 


What have you found to be the 
most obvious’ difference 
between European football 
and football in Australia? 

| think the level of football in 
Europe is a little higher and 
there is a lot more pressure in 
Europe than there is here. 


You were described after the 
game in Bendigo as one of the 
best defenders to play in 
Australia. How do- you 
respond to such accolades? 

| try to stay calm. One day you 
are the best defender and when 
you make a mistake, you could 
be the poorest defender. | know 
how it can go in football so | stay 
realistic. | do my job and | want 
to make the people at 
Melbourne Victory happy. 


Who would be the toughest 
forward you have had to deal 
with? 

(During which time Gary Cole 
walks into the room and answers 
the question with "Gary Cole") 

| would say Aruna. He played for 
Anderlecht and now plays for 
Lens in France. He's fast, unpre- 
dictable and has won the golden 
boot in Belgium. He would be 
the best I've played against 
because he's difficult to mark, 
but I'd say I've done well against 
him. 


You have played football from 
a young age. Is there anything 
outside of football you want to 
achieve? 

| want to find a nice wife and 
have kids. Just be happy, that's 
the main thing. 


Archie has a pretty good goal 
celebration, what have you got 
planned for when you score? 

| don't have one thought out yet. 
| might do a kangaroo. Spiteri 
used to do it in Belgium. | don't 
know now, maybe if | score 
something spontaneous will pop 
into my head. 


What piece of advice would 
you give kids looking for a 
career in football? 

If they want to succeed they 
need to work one hundred per- 
cent for it. They have to play 
every day, touch he ball, give 
everything at training and 
believe in yourself. 


By Dr John Bonacci 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
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MELBOURNE TASTES FIRST DEFEAT 


ADELAIDE UNITED 1 
MELBOURNE Victory 0 


Melbourne Victory put in a disap- 
pointingly flat display at 
Hindmarsh Stadium on Friday 
evening, and in doing so, were 
defeated by a solitary goal to nil 
by a physical Adelaide United 
outfit. Despite playing with an 
extra man for almost 75 minutes, 
Victory failed to find the inspira- 
tion that was required to break 
down a rugged Adelaide back 
four, and have now failed to score 
against Adelaide United in four 
attempts. 


For those who hadn't settled in their 
seats or bought their first round of 
drinks yet, they missed the A- 
League's quickest goal ever, scored 
inside the first 20 seconds. Straight 
from the kickoff, Adelaide's Richie 
Alagich played a long ball to Travis 
Dodd in the penalty area, who in 
turn crossed for Louis Brain to bun- 
dle the ball over the line from close 
range for what would prove to be the 
elusive match winner. 


With the shock of going a goal down 
so early, Victory resorted to passing 
the ball along the congested mid- 


ROUND FOUR 
FIXTURES 


Sydney FC vs 
Central Coast Mariners 
FC 
Aussie Stadium, Sydney 
8.00 pm 


Perth Glory FC vs 
Adelaide United FC 
Sat 17 Sep 05 
Members Equity Stadium, 
Perth 9.35 pm 


Queensland Roar FC vs 
Melbourne Victory FC 
Sun 18 Sep 05 
Suncorp Stadium, 
Brisbane 3.00pm 


Newcastle Jets FC vs 
New Zealand Knights FC 
Sun 18 Sep 05 
Energy Australia Stadium, 
Newcastle 5.00 pm 


PO Box 18355, 
Collins St East 
Melbourne 3003 


field, and were guilty of constantly 
giving the ball away cheaply for the 
entire first half. Melbourne was 
almost handed a lifeline when 
Richie Alagich was sent off after just 
15 minutes for a late and reckless 
studs-up challenge of one of 
Victory's most solid performers, 
Steve Pantelidis. 


Despite the extra man advantage, 
Victory were forced to shoot from 
long range in the first half, and the 
best chance fell to Michael Ferrante. 
With space in front of him 35 yards 
from goal, Ferrante set sail for the 
top right corner, but Daniel Beltrame 
tipped the ball over the bar for a cor- 
ner. Beltrame was again called into 
action from Kristian Sarkies' free 
kick, but he again comfortably tipped 
the ball over the bar for another cor- 
ner that Victory failed to trouble the 
Adelaide defence with. 


It was more of the same for Victory 
in the second half, failing to pene- 
trate a packed Adelaide United 
defence, who by this stage we look- 
ing comfortable to defend and kick 
ball and any legs in the way of it. 
The introduction of Vince Lia for 
Ricky Diaco caused some trouble in 
the air, but the exploits of Danny 


MELBOURNE 


Adelaide United 
Sydney FC 
Queensland Roar 
Perth Glory 
Newcastle Jets 
Central Coast Mariners 
New Zealand Knights 
Melbourne Victory 
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SPORT +T 


Allsopp were sorely missed when 
cross after cross went begging for 
the perfect header to find the net. 
Lia crashed his first headed attempt 
at goal just high and wide of the left 
post after a great cross from the left 
by Sarkies, and just minutes later, 
an audacious volley from Richard 
Kitzbichler from a narrow angle went 
agonisingly close to restoring parity. 


On the hour mark, Lia got on the end 
of another Sarkies cross, this time 
from the right, but the midfielder turn 
striker for the evening could only 
head it harmlessly over for a goal 
kick. Five minutes later, Lia again 
rose high, this time failing to head 
Simon Storey's cross on target. 


Victory's final chance of the game 
fell to the uncharacteristically quiet 
Archie Thompson, who looked phys- 
ically exhausted after his exploits 
with the Socceroos in hot and humid 
Honiara just three days earlier. 
Substitute Chris Tadrosse supplied 
a great free kick from the right wing 
that Thompson met with a glancing 
header, but it flew just inches wide of 
the left post to the dismay of Victory 
players and travelling fans alike. 


By Dr John Bonacci 


Melbourne’s 
Richard 
Kitzbichler went 
close to 
equalising but 
was unable to 
Victory avoid its 
first A-League 
defeat of the 
season against 
Adelaide 
United. 
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HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
ROUND 3 REVIEW 


Adelaide United 1 
(Louis Brain 1') 
Melbourne Victory 0 


Cautions: A Leijer (MV) 44', M 
Kemp (AU) 79', C Veart (AU) 
84', S Storey (MV) 85' 
Red Card: R Alagich (AU) 14' 
Referee: Peter O'Leary 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Adelaide 
Crowd: 8,785 


Central Coast Mariners 0 
New Zealand Knights 2 (Simon 
Yeo 70', Sean Devine 80') 


Cautions: A Kwasnik (CCM) 13’, 
D Hay (NZK) 13', R Bull (NZK) 
16’, A Clark (CCM) 42' 
Referee: Ben Williams 
Venue: Central Coast Stadium, 
Gosford 
Crowd: 5,231 


Perth Glory 2 
(Bobby Despotovski 53’, 72') 
Queensland Roar 1 
(Warren Moon 76’) 


Cautions: S Dilevski (QR) 22', B 
Deane (PG) 43', J Richter (QR) 
87' 

Referee: Simon Przydacz 
Venue: Members Equity 
Stadium, Perth 
Crowd: 8,509 


Newcastle Jets 2 
(Ante Milicic 6', Richard Johnson 
18’) 
Sydney FC 1 
(Dwight Yorke 77’) 


Cautions: T McFlynn (SFC) 12’, 
J North (NJ) 38', M Corbo (NJ) 
40', S Petrovski (SFC) 56', M 
Thompson (NJ) 61', M Corbo 
(NJ) 70', M Rudan (SFC) 77', S 
Musialik (NJ) 90" 

Red Card: S Corica (SFC) 70’, 
M Corbo (NJ) 70' 
Referee: Matthew Breeze 
enue: EnergyAustralia Stadium, 
Newcastle 
Crowd: 9,127 


Phone Therese 
on 
0418 185 875. 
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Victorian soccer legend Eddie Krncevic represented Australia 35 times and scored 17 
goals. He played professionally in Europe for Dinamo Zagreb (Croatia), MSV Duisberg 


(Germany), Anderlecht (Belgium), Mulhouse (France), FC Leige , Aalst and Charleroi in 
Belgium. Eddie writes for “Goal! Weekly” every fortnight. 


VPL GRAND FINAL 


I’m glad my prediction from earlier this 
year has deservedly seen Heidelberg 
United reach the VPL Grand Final. 
Well done to ‘Bergers coach, Phil 
Stubbins, who has done a fantastic job 
after having to overcome some major set- 
backs, like injuries to key players as well 
as dealing with a couple of highly publi- 
cised walk-outs. I look forward to 
Sunday’s Final, to be contested between a 
team who has attempted to play an attrac- 
tive style of football all year, and of 
course, the Green Gully Cavaliers, whose 
record under coach, Ian Dobson, speaks 
for itself. 

I’m sure we’re all going to be in for a treat 
and I, for one, just can’t wait until 6pm 
this Sunday. No doubt, the ocassion will 
be a great advert for Victorian football. 


GEOFFREY CLAEYS 


I had the pleasure of spending some 
time with Melbourne Victory’s Geoffrey 


Jose Antonio Reyes goal deep in 
injury time was far too late. 2-1 
down to Middlesboro - the game 
was already lost, perhaps along 
with the Championship. If you 


look at the history of the 
Premiership, this is very early to 
have lost two games. Arsenal are 
now nine points adrift of Chelsea. 
Since his time as manager of 
Arsenal, Arsene Wenger has trans- 
formed the team and made them a 
major force. He has been in the top 
two for a long time, but when Sol 
Campbell and Thierry Henry are 
injured and with the permanent loss 
of Patrick Vieira they are pedestrian 
and are stuck in a style of playing 
that everybody knows how to cope 
with. 

Unless Arsenal can change the way 
they play, have more variety and a 
stronger squad they are not likely to 
win major trophies and compete for 
the premiership. 

Arsenal are apparently sitting on a 
cash mountain of £71 million but lit- 
tle of that will go to manager into 
strengthen his squad. Wenger has 
always been good at balancing the 
books. He has bought big, but also 
has sold big. He has bought players 


* Tuesday - Steak night 


$11.00 


Claeys the other night and I must say he 
came across as a very mild mannered, 
passionate and professional character. 
We in Melbourne don’t yet realise how 
fortunate we are to have a player of his 
calibre gracing the grounds of the A- 
League and representing Victoria. 

After having watching him play on numer- 
ous ocassions, I am convinced that 
Geoffrey could no doubt still comfortably 
hold his own his own in a European league 
such as Holland or Belgium, and dare I say 
it, but he possibly came to Australia too 
early in his playing career. 

Europe’s loss is definitely our gain and 
from what I’ve seen so far, you can keep 
your Brian Deane’s and Dwight Yorke’s - 
this guy is my tip to be one of the best 
imports to come to our shores in a long, 
long time. 


GEOFF LORD 
Whilst I’m on the subject of Victory, I 


read the recent comments of Geoff Lord 
with great interest. 


Apparently Geoff would rather lose a 
thrilling game than have his team grind 
out a favourable result. I’m sorry football 
fans, but this time, I have to disagree. 
Firstly, I don’t think there is a need to put 
the extra pressure on coach, Ernie 
Merrick, and once again, as I’ve said 
before, the administrators and officials of 
this world need to leave the playing side of 
things to the coach. 

As a coach, you obviously want to win as 
many games as possible, playing fantastic 
football, but the reality is that coaches are 
judged on results and would take the 
points any day over an enthralling per- 
formance that delivers nothing. I’ve never 
heard of a philosophy whereby a coach 
would want to guarantee performances 
over results. I couldn’t think of anything 
more frustrating than to play well and con- 
tinuously lose. 

Once again, it’s time for the administrators 
and officials to cease the endless interfer- 
ance and leave the playing side to the 
coaches and the players. If it was that easy, 
we'd all be doing it. 


SUueccereo 


home view 


in for £7 million anid sold them on for 
£20 million. 

However, the Arsenal board have 
made their decision and are investing 


new home. 

Success in finishing runners-up to 
Chelsea last season and their FA Cup 
final victory over Manchester United 


‘winding up’ Wenger 


in bricks and mortar ahead of the 
reconstruction of a team. The new 
Emirates Stadium could even make 
Chelsea envious; but it is a big gam- 
ble on taking a declining team to a 


may have painted over the cracks, 
but losing against Middlesboro, after 
eight successive victories over them 
in the past, perhaps this is their wake 
up call. 
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Cnr Inkerman St & St Kilda Rd, St Kilda. 9534 1482. 


Before I go, I’d like to take this opportuni- 
ty to congratulate the FFV’s Mr. Manny 
Galanos and Mr. Tony Pignata for their 
diplomacy in dealing with the many 
unnecessary disruptions and incidents the 
football community has had to endure dur- 
ing the course of the year. 

I was sad to hear that the Chairman was 
once again subject to attack and abuse 
from a handful of mindless idiots over the 
weekend at the Preliminary Final, who 
continue to direct negativity and sceptisim 
towards these hard working disciples of 
the beautiful game. 

In order for our game to move forward as 
one entity we can really do without these 
so called “fans” who persist in directing 
personal threats without any substance to 
those who have done more for the game 
than these donkeys will ever know. 


Until next week, | 


Ashley Cole pointed out: "It's always 
going to be very hard when you lose 
key players, but what can you do? 
We've lost Patrick, who was our 
main inspiration in midfield and 
we've only got one in with Aleksandr 
Hleb. We've not really bought any- 
one else, so you can only deal with 
what you've got and hope that they 
can fill the boots of people like 
Patrick, Sol and Thierry." 

Chelsea can cope without key play- 
ers, but Arsenal cannot and that real- 
ity has seeped through to the team. 
Even Cole himself tried to jump ship 
at the end of last season. 

Campbell is coming out of a long- 
term injury, while Henry is just start- 
ing one. Picking up an injury while 
on international duty will see him sit 
out the next 3-4 weeks. 

Wenger came into the game ina cool 
and collected way. But he has often 
been caught up with the mind games 
and while he handles it very well, Sir 
Alex Ferguson and his new ally Jose 
Mourinho usually manages to wind 
him up. 


By Richard Sucksmith 


Open Mon - Fri 


Lunch 12 - 3 


Dinner 6 - 8.30 
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WITH JIM MACLEAN 


When did you first come to 
Australia? 

I arrived in 1981 to play for Brisbane 
Lions in the old Philips National 
Soccer League which was a huge 
culture shock after coming out from 
the UK. It was a good league to play 
in, a good standard and I thourough- 
ly enjoyed it 


How did it come about? 

There was a gentleman in Scotland 
who was acting as an agent, his name 
was Joe Gilroy. He actually ended up 
coming out as well to coach the 
Brisbane Lions. Joe phoned me one 
day and asked if I fancied spending a 
year in Australia and I never went 
back. 


Who did you play for in the 
UK? 

I went down to England from 
Scotland when I was fifteen and 
served an apprenticeship at 
Sunderland for two and a half years. 
I then played for Morton FC in 
Scotland, had a short stint at 
Nuremberg in Germany, spent a 
short time in Denmark before finally 
landing in Australia. 


Who else did you play for in 
Australia? 

After Brisbane Lions I moved to 
Juventus, on the recommendation of 
Bobby McGuinnes. I then went to 
Morwell Falcons and Croydon City, 
all of which were pretty successful 
times. I also had a short but unhappy 
stay at Melbourne Knights. A con- 
tractual dispute which wasn’t 
resolved put me out of the game for 
three years. Basically, I lost my best 
years and didn’t play from the age of 
twenty-seven until I was thirty. I had 
just won the Bill Fleming Medal that 
year as well, but never managed to 
play after that, until a friend of mine 
Joe Docherty realised I hadn’t been 
re-registered which allowed me to 
sign for Richmond. I played there for 
a little bit, but after that I was more 
or less finished. 


What was the highlight of your 
career? 

I think it would be when we clinched 
promotion with Morton from the 
Scottish First Division to the 
Scottish Premier league. I also got a 
very big kick out of winning the 
Rothman’s Medal in 1984 in a very 
good year when I was with Morwell 
Falcons. 


Best player you’ve ever played 
with? 

At Sunderland I managed to play 
alongside English international, 
Tony Towers and Scottish interna- 
tional, Jim Holton. Over here it was 
was more of a case of the players I 
played against who stood out. Guys 
like Kenny Murphy, Oscar Crino, 
Jimmy Campbell all stood out, but 
one player that was a joy to be on the 
same park with was Preston’s Zarko 
Odzakov. He was an absolute talent 
and probably the best midfielder I’ve 
ever seen in Australia. 


Biggest influence on career? 
There was a youth team coach at 
Sunderland called Stan Terrant, who 
also went on to have a pretty suc- 
cessful managerial career. I think his 
most recent position was in charge of 
Burnley. He’s still in the game and a 
very good friend of Alex Ferguson. 
When I left Sunderland he wrote my 
parents a lovely letter explaining the 
reason why I left there. He put me on 
the right track and made me realise 
that rejection is sometimes only the 
start of good things to come. 

He taught me a lot of good things. 


Advice to youngsters? 

It’s all about how you prepare. 
Practice, training, preparation and 
how you look after your body. 


In your opinion, how can we 
improve the grass roots stan- 
dard of the game? 

Basically it’s all down to coaching. 
We’ ve got to improve the standard of 
coaches who look after the kids. 
There’s a lot of well meaning people 
out there that do a lot of hard work, 
but don’t actually have the qualifica- 
tions to pass on the good habits to 
our kids. Until we get that structure 
sorted out then we’ll always strug- 
gle. 


What else are you up to these 
days? 

I’m now coaching at North Caulfield 
in the State League South-East Three 
Division. We’ve had a very difficult 
year in our first season in State 
Three. Being a Jewish club we also 
participated in the Maccabi Games, 
which were held in Israel earlier this 
year. I took the Australian side over, 
along with seven players from North 
Caulfield for about five weeks, 
which obvioulsly took its toll and 
had an impact on our regular season. 
All in all, even though the trip to 


Israel was a great experience, stay- 
ing in the league was our goal in a 
difficult year. I’m also going through 


Jim with son, Arran. 


my coaching badges which I’m find- 
ing very enjoyable. I actually sit for 
the State One Badge next month. 


In your opinion how does 
today’s playing standard com- 
pare to back then? 

It’s like night and day. When I was 
playing, clubs were able to bring out 
overseas players, so the standard was 
very good. In those days when you 


played younger players they played 
with good players, so they in turn 
became better players for it. These 
days players can walk into the first 
team whereby if they were playing 
back then I doubt it could happen so 
easily. I’m not knocking it, but the 
pool of talent isn’t as good as what it 
was and I suppose this is where it all 
comes down to the coaching, where 
we need to work harder to improve 
the standard and make our kids bet- 
ter. The thing with imports was that 
there were a few bad ones of course, 
but there were a lot of very good 
ones that helped move things along. 


Any aspirations to take your 
coaching further? 

Absolutely. After being a little bit 
reluctant at first, Harry Bingham at 
the FFV has given me some direc- 
tion and helped me enjoy it again 
and at the same time have a little bit 
more faith in it. Although I enjoy it at 
North Caulfield eventually I’d like to 
step up a level. 


Good luck for next season Jim 
and thanks for spending time 
with Goal! Weekly. 


ROTHMANS MEDAL 
WINNER 1984 


Jim MacLean 


_ (Morwell Falcons) 
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